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The Storm Gathers 

 Secession does not necessarily mean war 

 One last attempt to reconcile North and South 

 Federal response to secession debated 

– Did the authority of the federal government 
outweigh the power of the individual states? 

– Was it morally acceptable for one person to “own” 
another? 

– Could the Union continue to exist half-slave and 
half-free? 



The Deep South Secedes 

 December 20,1860: South Carolina secedes 

 February, 1861: Confederate States of America 
formed 

– Included South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas 



Secession 



The Deep South Secedes 

 Government headed by moderates  

 Confederate constitution resembles U.S. 

 Aim to restore pre-Republican Party Union  

 Southerners hope to attract Northern states 
into Confederacy 



The Failure of Compromise 

 Crittenden Plan: Extend the Missouri 
Compromise line to the Pacific 

 Lincoln rejects compromise 

– Does not think it will end secession  

– Misperceived depth of support for        
secession and thought compromise                  
would demoralize union sympathizers 

– Viewed as repudiation of majority rule   

John Crittenden 



Border States General Assembly 
 On May 10, 1861, a conference was held to decide Kentucky’s 

course in the war. 

 Crittenden joined two other Unionist representatives to oppose 
the Southern Rights position led by John C. Breckinridge and 
others. 

 The conference failed to produce a united course of action, but 
adopted a policy of armed neutrality. 

 Fearing the state militia was pro-Southern Rights, Crittenden 
organized a pro-Unionist Home Guard private militia. 

 In April, a General Assembly called a border states convention but 
accomplished little beyond calling on the southern states to 
reconsider their secession and on the northern states to 
moderate their demands. 



States and Families Divided 
 But war broke out despite the best efforts of 

Crittenden. 

 Against his wishes, Crittenden’s son George 
resigned from the U.S. Army to enlist as a 
Confederate soldier. 

 George’s brother, Thomas Leonidas Crittenden, a 
member of the State Guard, joined the Union 
Army, attaining the rank of colonel. 

 A grandson, John Crittenden Coleman, enlisted 
with the Confederate Army 

 Another grandson, John Crittenden Watson, 
graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy and 
participated in the capture of New Orleans 
during the war.  George – Conf. 

Thomas - Union 
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And the War Came 

 North seeks action to preserve Union 

 April 13, 1861: Fort Sumter, South Carolina, falls 

 April, 15: Lincoln calls out Northern state militias to suppress 
Southern insurrection 

 April–May: Upper 
South secedes 

 Border states: Slave 
states remain in 
Union 

 War defined as 
effort to preserve 
Union 



Fort Sumter Bombardment 

Bombardment of Fort Sumter by Currier & Ives (1837–1885) 



Adjusting to Total War 

 North must win by 
destroying will to resist 

 Total War: a test of 
societies, economies, 
political systems as well as 
armies 

Confederate Flag flying in Fort 

Sumter after the 1861 surrender 



Resources of the Union and 

the Confederacy, 1861 



Overview of Civil War Strategy 

 South adopts defensive 
strategy: North must fight 
in unfamiliar, hostile 
terrain  

 Lincoln adopts two-front 
strategy:  

– Capture Confederate 
capitol, Richmond, VA 

– Seize control of the 
Mississippi River 

– Deploy navy to blockade 
Southern ports 



Anaconda Plan and blockade, 1861 



Battle of Hampton Roads 

CSS Virginia (ex-USS Merrimack) 

USS Monitor 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dc/Ironclads_battle_7.jpg


The CSS Hunley 



Mobilizing the Home Fronts 

 1862: North and South begin conscription 

 Northern mobilization 

– Finance war through 
taxes, bonds, paper 
money 

– Private industry 
supplies Union 
armies well 

A Union Regimental Fife and Drum Corps 



Mobilizing the Home Fronts 

 Confederate mobilization 

– Government arsenals supply Confederate armies 

– Efforts to finance          
lead to runaway      
inflation 

– Transportation               
system inadequate 

A group of Confederate soldiers-

possibly an artillery unit captured at 

Island No. 10 and taken at POW 

Camp Douglas (Chicago); 

photograph possibly by D.F.Brandon. 
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Political Leadership: Northern 

Success and Southern Failure 

 Lincoln expands wartime powers  

– Declares martial law on April 27, 1861 

– Imprisons 10,000 “subversives” without trial 

– Briefly closes down a few newspapers 

– Was particularly adept at party politics, 
encouraging unity and dedication to the cause 

 Jefferson Davis 

– Concerned mainly with military duties  

– Neglects civilian morale, economy – never 
declares martial law 

– Lacks influence with state governments 

– No unified party backing – single party sys. 

Abraham Lincoln, 16th 

President (1861–1865) 

Jefferson Davis, the only 

President of the Confederate 

States of America (1861–1865) 



The Battle of Bull Run 
 July 21, 1861 - in response to the “On to Richmond” drive, 

General Irvin McDowell was ordered to advance on Confederate 
forces in Northern Virginia a few miles from Washington D.C. 

 Confederate Brigadier General P.G.T. Beauregard,            
held a relatively strong position along Bull Run         
Creek. 

 The goal was to defeat the Confederate Army and           
open the way to Richmond. 

 But . . .  

– McDowell’s army was poorly trained and the overly complicated 
plan required complex synchronization 

– Repeated delays and effective Confederate scouting gave their 
movements away 

– In the West Patterson failed to draw away Confederate troops 

 

P.G.T. Beauregard 



Civil War Harper's Weekly, August 10, 1861 

This original Civil War Harper's Weekly newspaper has a number of stunning 

images of the Battle of Bull Run, including a battle map. This paper also has 

important news on the battle and various other news of the day. 



Gallant Charge Of The Sixty-ninth Regiment, New York State 
Militia, Upon A Rebel Battery At The Battle Of Bull Run 

Civil War Harper's Weekly, August 10, 1861 



The Battle of Bull Run (cont.) 

 Confederate troops were driven back despite 
impressive efforts by Colonel Thomas Jackson to hold 
the high ground at Henry House Hill → earning him 
the nick name “Stonewall” 

 Late in the afternoon, Confederate        
reinforcements arrived and succeeded           
in breaking the Union right flank. 

 The Federal retreat rapidly deteriorated           
as narrow bridges, overturned wagons,        
and heavy artillery fire added to the      
confusion. 

General Stonewall Jackson 



Retreat Of Our Troops From Bull Run, By 
Moonlight. Colonel Blenker's Brigade Covering 

Civil War Harper's Weekly, August 10, 1861 



Advances in the West 
 After the defeat of Bull Run, Lincoln 

replaced McDowell with George McClellan. 

 McClellan was a cautious disciplinarian and 
spent the fall and winter drilling his troops. 

 Lincoln became impatient. 

 Before McClellan took action, Ulysses S. 
Grant captured Fort Henry on the 
Tennessee River and Fort Donelson on the 
Cumberland. 

 Fourteen thousand men were captured and 
the Confederacy was forced to retreat from 
Kentucky and middle Tennessee. 

Ulysses S. Grant 

George McClellan 



Advances in the West (cont.) 

 On April 6,  the slow-moving Union 
army was ambushed just north of 
the Mississippi line. 

 The Battle of Shiloh was one of the 
bloodiest of the war. 

 The timely arrival of reinforcements 
prevented total annihilation. 

 On April 26, the Union navy coming 
up from the Gulf captured the port 
of New Orleans sealed the mouth of 
the Mississippi River and completed 
the blockade of the South. 

Flag Officer David Farragut on 

board the Hartford, commander of 

the Union Gulf Fleet 



Campaigns in the East 

 Only after Lincoln relieved McClellan of supreme command and 
ordered him to take the offensive, did McClelland begin 
campaigning at the head of the Potomac Army. 

 He moved his troops by water down the Potomac and then up the 
peninsula to Yorktown, which fell on May 4. 

 He then moved to within 20 miles of Richmond and waited for 
reinforcements, which did not come. 

 Lincoln had withheld the troops to defend Washington D.C. 

 At the end of May, Confederate Joseph E. Johnson led an 
offensive, nearly defeating McClellan. 

 Johnson was severely wounded in the battle; succeeding him in 
command was Robert E. Lee 



Robert E. Lee 
 He was the on of Revolutionary War 

officer Henry “Light Horse Harry” Lee III 
and a top graduate of U.S. Military 
Academy 

 Distinguished himself as an exceptional 
officer and combat engineer in the U.S. 
Army 

 When Virginia declared its secession 
from the Union in April 1861, he chose 
to follow his home state despite 
personal desire to maintain the Union. 

 He now used his engineering skills to 
fortify Richmond against Union attack 



Early Campaigns and Battles 

 Northern achievements by 
1862 

– Total naval supremacy 

– Confederate troops cleared 
from West Virginia, 
Kentucky, much of 
Tennessee 

– New Orleans captured  

 Confederate achievements 
by 1862 

– Stall campaign for the 
Mississippi at Shiloh 

– Defend Richmond from 
capture 

Civil War, 

1861–1862 



Battle of Antietam 
 Bloodiest single day in Civil War 

 Lincoln claims a victory 

 McClellan does not pursue Confederates 

Antietam Bridge 



Battle of Antietam 

Antietam Signal 

Tower 

President Lincoln and His 

Generals After Antietam 



The Coming of Emancipation 

 September 22, 1862: Antietam prompts 
Lincoln to issue a preliminary Emancipation 
Proclamation  

– Surrender in 100 days or lose slaves  

 January 1, 1863: Proclamation put into effect 
for areas still in rebellion 

 African Americans flee to Union lines 

 Confederacy loses thousands of laborers 



The Emancipation Proclamation 

 Declares slaves in states in rebellion to be free 

 Does not apply to border states 

 Promises to those freed that freedom will be 
protected by U.S. government & armed forces 

 Invites those freed            
to join the armed      
services of U.S. to         
help fight the war 

First Reading of the 

Emancipation Proclamation 

of President Lincoln by 

Francis Bicknell Carpenter 



Effects of the Emancipation Proclamation 

 Some feel it goes too far, 
others that it does not go far 
enough 

 Does not free a single slave 

 Redefines the war as being 
“about slavery” 

A circa 1870 photograph of two 

children who were likely 

recently emancipated 



"Abe Lincoln's Last Card; Or, Rouge-et-Noir (Red and Black)"; Punch, 
Volume 43, October 18, 1862, p. 161.— a cartoon by the Englishman 
John Tenniel, after the Times insinuated that freeing the slaves was 

Lincoln's "desperate last-trump card"; Lincoln has the horns of a devil. 
The cartoon was often reprinted in the Copperhead press. 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/76/TRUMP.JPG


Emancipation from Freedmen's viewpoint; 
illustration from Harper's Weekly 1865 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/80/EMANCI4.jpg


The Diplomatic Struggle 

 England  

– Belligerent rights extended to Confederacy  

– Conditions: Recognition of independence on proof 
that South can win independence  

 France: Confederacy not recognized unless 
England does so first 

 “King Cotton” has little influence on foreign 
policy of other nations  



The Emancipation Proclamation 
Visual Source Document 1 



Fight to the Finish 

 North adopts radical 
measures to win 

 1863: War turns 
against South 

 Southern resistance 
continues 

Rioters attacking a building 

on Lexington Avenue 

during the New York City 

draft riots of 1863 



African Americans and the War 

 Militia Act mandates that black soldiers be accepted 
into military. 

 All-black 54th Massachusetts Regiment is formed; 
while significant, it represented only a part of the 
200,000 African American Union troops 

 Many others labor in Northern war effort 

 Lincoln pushes further for black rights 

– Organizes governments in conquered Southern states that 
abolish slavery  

– Maryland, Missouri abolish slavery  

– January 31, 1865: 13th Amendment passed 



African Americans Go to Battle 

 African American troops faced prejudice. 

 They faced death if captured. 

 Southern African Americans help Union armies. 

 Emancipated slaves organize military units. 

 The 1st South Carolina Volunteers (Union) recruited 
from escaped slaves from South Carolina and Florida, 
was the first Union Army regiment organized with 
African American soldiers in the Civil War, though 
many had fought in the American Revolution and the 
War of 1812 on both sides. 



The 54th Massachusetts Regiment 
 The 54th Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, 

one of the first official black units, saw extensive service 
in the Union Army.  

– On July 16, 1863 they 
stopped a 
Confederate assault 
on James Island, SC. 

– On July 18th they lead 
an assault on Fort 
Wagner near 
Charleston 

– Col. Shaw was killed; 
fort was not taken; 
served with valor 

 

Depiction of the attack on Fort Wagner in the 

painting The Old Flag Never Touched the Ground 



The Emancipation Proclamation 
Visual Source Document 2 



The Tide Turns 

 May, 1863: War-weariness 

– New York riots against 
conscription 

– Anti-war activists like 
Congressman Clement 
Vallandigham arrested 

– Grant bogged down at Vicksburg  

– Union defeated at 
Chancellorsville 

– Democrats “Copperheads” 
attack Lincoln 

Clement Vallandigham, 

leader of the Copperheads, 

coined the slogan: "To 

maintain the Constitution 

as it is, and to restore the 

Union as it was." 



The Tide Turns 
 July, 1863 

– Confederate invasion of North fails at Battle of Gettysburg 

– Vicksburg falls, North holds the Mississippi 

The battle of Gettysburg, Pa. July 3d., 1863, by Currier and Ives 



Lee vs. Mead 

General, Robert 

E. Lee 

General, George 

G. Meade 

 Why after achieving many stunning 
victories against superior numbers, 
did Lee loose at Gettysburg?  

 Major factors in Lee’s loss can be 
attributed to: 

1. Lee’s overconfidence in the 
invincibility of his men 

2. The performance of his  
subordinates, and his      
management thereof 

3. Health issues 

4. The performance of his opponent, 
George G. Meade, and the Army of 
the Potomac 



Union soldiers dead at Gettysburg, photographed by 
Timothy H. O'Sullivan, July 5–6, 1863 



Last Stages of the Conflict 

 March 9, 1864: Grant made supreme 
commander of Union armies 

 Union invades the South on all fronts 

– William Sherman marches through Georgia 

– Grant lays siege to Richmond, Petersburg 

 September 2: Sherman takes Atlanta 

 November 8: Lincoln re-elected  



Dedication of the Gettysburg Cemetery 
 On November 19, 1863, Abraham Lincoln gave one of the most 

well-known speeches in U.S. History.  

 In just over two minutes, Lincoln espoused several things. He: 

– invoked the principles of human 
equality expressed by the 
Declaration of Independence  

–  redefined the Civil War as "a new 
birth of freedom" that would 
bring true equality to all of its 
citizens,  

– ensure that democracy would 
remain a viable form of 
government, 

– would create a unified nation in 
which states' rights were no 
longer dominant. 

Graves of soldiers from wars after the Civil 

War buried along the Taneytown Road near 

the Lincoln Address Memorial. 



Election of 1864 

Candidate  Party  Popular Vote Electoral Vote 

 

Lincoln  Republican 2,213,655  212 

McClellan Democratic 1,805,237    21 
 
*Out of a total of 233 electoral votes. The eleven secessionist states— 

Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North 

Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, and Virginia—did not vote. 



Last Stages of the Conflict 

 Sherman’s March to the sea 
through Georgia 

 “Scorched earth” policy 

 April 2, 1865: Grant takes 
Richmond  

 April 9, 1865: Lee 
surrenders  

 April 14, 1865: Lincoln 
assassinated 

 April 18, 1865: Last major 
Confederate force under 
Joseph Johnston surrenders 

Civil War, 

1863–1865 

 



Sherman’s March to the Sea 
 This is the name commonly given to the Savannah Campaign 

conducted around Georgia from Nov. 15, 1864 to Dec. 21, 1864 by 
Union Maj. Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman. 

 It began with the leaving of captured city of Atlanta, Georgia and 
ended with the capture of the port of Savannah. 

 It inflicted significant damage to industry and infrastructure and 
civilian property. 

Military historian David J. 
Eicher wrote that Sherman 
"defied military principles by 
operating deep within enemy 
territory and without lines of 
supply or communication. He 
destroyed much of the South's 
physical and psychological 
capacity to wage war." 

Engraving by Alexander Hay Ritchie 

depicting Sherman's March 



Effects of the War 

 618,000 troops dead 

 Bereft women seek non-domestic roles 

 Four million African Americans free, not equal 

 Industrial workers face wartime inflation 

 Federal government predominant over states 

 Federal government takes activist role in the 
economy 

– Higher tariffs, free land, national banking system  



Casualties of War 



An Organizational Revolution 

 Modern bureaucratic state emerges 

 Individualism gives way to organized, 
cooperative activity 

 Catalyst for transformation of American 
society in the late nineteenth century 


