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The Tempting of Richard Nixon  

 One of the most 
controversial presidents in 
U.S. history 

 Limited success in 
domestic policy 

 Broke important new 
ground in foreign relations 

 Resigned under the cloud 
of Watergate scandal Nixon shows his papers to an East 

German officer to cross between the 

sectors of the divided city of Berlin, 1963. 



Pragmatic Liberalism 

 Make Great Society more efficient, not 
overthrow it 

 Expand federal programs and responsibilities 

– “Affirmative Action” and the Philadelphia Plan 

– Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

– Environmental Protection Agency 

– Cost of living increases for Social Security 



Pragmatic Liberalism 

 “New Federalism” – revenue sharing 

 Shifts public perception of responsibility for 
desegregation to courts and away from White 
House 

 Nixon’s domestic policies both extended and 
reshaped America’s welfare state 



Détente: Approach  

 Nixon more interested in foreign 
policy 

 Henry Kissinger was his primary 
advisor 

 Nixon and Kissinger had practical 
approach to diplomacy 

 Cold War traditional Great Power 
struggle, not ideological war with 
Communism 

 Détente—relaxation of tensions 
with Soviets 

Ford and Kissinger conversing on 

grounds of the White House, 

August 1974 



Détente: Tactics and Actions 

 Nixon’s 1972 visit to China and the “China Card” 

 Anti-ballistic Missile Treaty (ABM) 

– Limited each side to 200 ABMs 

 Strategic Arms Limitation             
Treaty (SALT) 

– Froze number of offensive     
ballistic missiles for 5 years 

President Nixon greets Chinese 

Communist Party Chairman Mao 

Zedong (left) in a historic visit to the 

People's Republic of China, 1972. 



Ending the Vietnam War 

 Nixon’s plan: 

– Gradual reduction of American troops and their 
replacement with trained South Vietnamese forces 

– Intensify American bombing  

– Hard line at the peace talks 

Nixon delivers an address to the 

nation about the bombings in 

Cambodia, April 30, 1969 



Ending the Vietnam War 

 1970: Invasion of Cambodia and Kent State shootings 

 Truce signed in 1973: U.S. withdrew, North 
Vietnamese remained 

 1975: North                
Vietnamese conquered              
South Vietnam  

John Filo's iconic Pulitzer Prize-

winning photograph of Mary Ann 

Vecchio, a fourteen-year-old runaway, 

kneeling in anguish over the body of 

Jeffrey Miller minutes after he was 

shot by the Ohio National Guard 



The Watergate Scandal 

 “Plumbers”—Nixon’s private spies—arrested 
in 1972 breaking into Democratic Party 
Headquarters at Watergate Hotel 

 Summer 1973: Senate investigation 

– Damaging Senate hearings on cover-up 

– White House tapes discovered  



The Watergate Scandal 

 Summer 1974: The final phases 

– Supreme Court ruled Nixon must turn over tapes 

– House Judiciary 
Committee 
recommended 
impeachment  

– August 9, 1974: 
Resignation of 
Nixon 



The Watergate Scandal: 

Consequences 
 Demonstrated weaknesses and strengths of 

American system 

 Abuse of presidential authority to keep power 

 Illustrated vitality of institutions: 

– The press 

– The federal judiciary 

– Congress  





The Economy of Stagflation 

 War in the Mideast 
threatened U.S. supply 
of cheap oil 

 Energy crisis and 
inflation were the 
result 

 



War and Oil 

 October, 1973: Yom Kippur War—Egypt and 
Syria attacked Israel, but Israel won 

 OPEC cut oil production 5% per month until 
Israel gave up occupied lands  

 U.S. gave Israel emergency aid package 

 Arab oil nations retaliated with boycott 

 U.S. persuaded Israel to pull back from some 
territory, embargo ended 



War and Oil 

 OPEC raised prices after embargo ended 

– Prices of gasoline and home heating fuel rose 
sharply 

 U.S. realized vulnerability of increasing 
dependence on foreign oil 

 New era for Americans: Expansion and 
abundance met the reality of limited 
resources and economic stagnation  



The Oil Shocks:  Price Increases of Crude Oil 

and Gasoline, 1973–1985 



The Great Inflation 

 American economy rested on cheap oil 

 OPEC action caused price to quadruple in 1973–1974 

 Inflation driven by oil prices, Federal budget deficits, 
global food shortage 

 Prices rose, real incomes fell, economy worst since 
the Depression 

 Continued budget deficits and Fed policy resulted in 
record-high interest rates 

 



Trouble Spots in the Middle East 



The Shifting American Economy 

 U.S. economic growth slowed in mid-1970s 

 U.S. share of world markets declined 

 U.S. heavy industry declines 

 Industrial unions faded, public employee unions 
became more dominant 

 High technology prospered and big business 
diversified 

 Industry shifted from East and Midwest to Sunbelt 



The New Environmentalism 

 Oil shocks made average consumers more 
environmentally conscious 

 Alternative energy to oil sought, but each had 
problems 

 1980: Superfund set up to clean up toxic 
wastes 

 Oil consumption and imports still up at end of 
1970s 



Private Lives—Public Issues 

 Traditional American family gave way to more 
diverse living arrangements 

 Number of working women increased sharply 

 Gay rights               
movement         
emerged 

Gay rights demonstration 

in New York City, 1976 



The Changing American Family 

 In most two-parent households, both parents 
worked 

 23% of married couples with children by 2000 

 Number of unmarried couples doubled in the 1990s 

 Divorce rate levels off with half of first marriages 
ending in divorce 

 Birthrate began to climb as baby boomers matured 



The Changing American Family:  

New Family Structure 

 Many postpone marriage or never marry 

 Most mothers worked outside the home 

 Proportion of single-parent households 
doubled 

 Women without partners headed 1/3 of 
impoverished families  

 Children comprised 40% of the poor 



Gains and Setbacks for Women 

 Rapid movement of women into work force 

 Breakthroughs for women: 

– Became leaders in industry, higher education 

– Women appointed to Supreme Court 

– Female business ownership increased substantially 

 Equal Rights Amendment 

 NOW vs. Phyllis Schlafly 

 ERA falls 3 states short of passing 

 Roe v. Wade strengthens reproductive rights 



Voting on the Equal Rights Amendment 



The Gay Liberation Movement 

 1969: Stonewall Riot sparked gay rights 
movement 

 Gay Liberation Front and Gay Activist Alliance 
main groups 

 1980: Democrats included gay rights plank 

 1980s: AIDS puts gay rights movement on 
defense 



The Gay Liberation Movement 

 1987: 600,000 marched on Washington 

 1993: “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy a setback 

 1996: Defense of Marriage Act prohibited 
state recognition of same-sex unions 

 2000: Vermont legalized same-sex “civil 
unions” 





The AIDS Epidemic 

 1981: AIDS first detected  

– Apparent confinement to homosexual men 

resulted in early public inaction  

– Spread to drug users, recipients of blood 

transfusions prompted panic 

 Reagan Administration’s response 

– Fund research 

– Little funding for education, prevention 

– 1987: Appointment of AIDS commissioner 



The AIDS Epidemic 

 Steady rise in infection until by 1996 500,000 
infected 

 1996: AIDS death rate began dropping  

– New drugs 

– Safer sexual practices 

 By 2000, death and infection rate dropped off 

 AIDS devastating some third world countries 

 



Politics and Diplomacy After Watergate 

 Congress challenged prerogatives of the 
Presidency 

 Made action to solve America’s problems 
difficult 



The Ford Administration 

 Pardon of Nixon unpopular 

 Democratic Congress alienated 

– Disclosure of illegal CIA activities under 
Kennedy and Johnson 

– Opposed Democratic bills protecting the 
environment and civil rights  

– Ford vetoed 39 bills, proving himself to 
be more conservative than Nixon 



Carter and American Malaise 

 Carter played on public distrust of professional 
politicians, elected portraying himself as an 
outsider 

 Carter had no discernible political philosophy 

 Outsider status hampers effectiveness 

 1979: Carter blamed American people for 
“national malaise” and fired some cabinet 
members 



The Election of 1976 



Troubles Abroad 

 Latin America 

– 1979: U.S. refused aid to Nicaraguan government 
against Sandinistas  

– Carter assisted El Salvador against Marxist rebels 

 Camp David Accords, 1978: Peace between 
Israel and Egypt 



Troubles Abroad 

 Iranian Revolution of 1979 

– Khomeini led Islamic fundamentalist revolution 

– Iranian militants seized U.S. embassy and held 53 hostages 
after U.S. allowed deposed Shah into U.S. for medical 
treatment 

 

The Shah of Iran and President Carter 

Khomeini 



Trouble Spots in Central 

America and the Caribbean 



Collapse of Détente  

 Carter’s emphasis on human rights seen as 
repudiation of détente  

 Carter’s National Security Advisor Brzezinski opposed 
détente  

 1979: SALT II signed, but not ratified 

 1979: Full diplomatic relations with China 

 1979: Soviets invaded Afghanistan 

– Carter Doctrine aimed to arm opposition if Soviets moved 
closer to Persian Gulf 

– U.S. boycotted 1980 Olympics  

 



The Reagan Revolution 

 Turmoil of the 1960s and economic problems 
of 1970s made a conservative turn inevitable 

 Watergate bought Democrats more time 

 Reagan was the attractive candidate 
Republicans needed to assure decisive victory  



The Election of 1980 

 Carter’s troubles 

– High inflation and high unemployment 

– Hostage crisis and Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 
made Carter look naïve and helpless 

 Reagan: “Are you better off now than you 
were 4 years ago?” 



The Election of 

1980 

 Reagan won in a 
landslide 

– Won all Southern 
states but Georgia 

– Made inroads into 
traditional New 
Deal groups 

– Republicans retook 
the Senate  



Cutting Taxes and Spending 

 Reagan blamed country’s economic problems 
on high government spending 

 Supply-side economics—cut taxes to 
encourage productive private investment 

 Reagan cut over three years: 

– Federal spending by more than      
$40 billion 

– Social services 

– Taxes cut by 25% 



Unleashing the Private Sector 

 Deregulation: Many environmental regulations 
reduced 

 Japan agreed to voluntary export limits on 
automobiles 

 Reagan fired striking air traffic controllers 

 Social Security changes cut costs 

 Reagan appointed Sandra Day O’Connor to the 
Supreme Court, as well as, 3 other women and 1 
African American male as district judges. 



Reagan and the World 

 Reagan determined to restore America’s 
international position 

 Strong defense 

 Gained world supremacy over Soviets 



Challenging the “Evil Empire” 

 Major military expansion under Reagan 

 Reagan: Soviet Union the “focus of evil in the modern 
world”  

 Reagan escalated arms race 

– Deployment of cruise 
missiles in Europe 

– Development of 
Strategic Defense 
Initiative “Star Wars” 

1984 artist's concept of a 

generic laser-equipped satellite 

firing on another 



Confrontation in Central America 

 Lack of moderate, middle-class regimes led U.S. to 
support oppressive right-wing dictatorships 

 This put U.S. at odds with reform movements, whom 
U.S. saw as linked to Communism 

 Reagan reversed Carter support for Sandinistas, 
driving them to Soviets  

 Reagan began covert support for Contras after 
Congress rejected overt support 



Trouble Spots in Central 

America and the Caribbean 



More Trouble in the Middle East 

 1982: With U.S. encouragement, Israel  
invaded Lebanon 

 International response 

– U.S., France send troops to maintain order  

– PLO evacuated to Tunisia  

 1983: 200 U.S. Marines killed in terrorist 
bombing 

 U.S. evacuation of Lebanon 



Trouble Spots in the Middle East 



The Election of 1984 



Trading Arms for Hostages 

 Iranian-backed Lebanese militants seized 6 
Americans as hostages 

 Advanced weapons sold to Iran for influence 
in freeing American hostages 

 Oliver North’s plan: Iran-Contra scandal 

– Profit from Iran arms sales to Contras 

– Funding clearly violates Boland Amendment 

– Reagan escaped impeachment, North and others 
were jailed 



Reagan the Peacemaker 

 1985: Mikhail Gorbachev assumed power in Russia  

 1985–1988: Reagan-Gorbachev summits 

– 1987: Destroyed intermediate range missiles 

– 1988: Afghanistan evacuated 

 Foreign policy triumphs with           
Soviets, offsets Iran-Contra           
scandal 

President Ronald Reagan and 

Premier Mikhail Gorbachev confer at 

a summit meeting in December 1989.  



Challenging the New Deal 

 Reagan’s Presidency saw breakup of Democratic New 
Deal Coalition 

 New Deal premises challenged by Reagan view that 
the private sector rather than government should be 
source of remedy for America’s ills 

 Popular centerpieces of welfare state left intact 

 Small government conservatism established as wave 
of the future 

 


