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The Cold War in the 1960s 

 Khrushchev: “peaceful coexistence” and Sino-Soviet split 

 American U-2 spy plane shot down by Soviets in 1960. 

 In 1961, the Soviet begun construction of the Berlin Wall, which 
cut off movement between East and West Berlin and became a 
symbol of the eroding relations between the Soviet Union and 
the United States. 



Election of 1960 

 Richard Nixon 

– Eisenhower’s VP 

– Kitchen Debate 

– Diplomatic travels 

 Kennedy 

– Mass. senator 

– Catholic 

 Campaign 

– 1st TV debates 

 Results 

– One of closest 
elections 

– Accusations of 
Stuffing ballot boxes 



Kennedy Intensifies the Cold War 

 John F. Kennedy a “Cold 
Warrior” 

– Set up Peace Corps in 
1961 

– Alliance for Progress 

– Trade Expansion Act 

 Kennedy advisors 
supported U.S. hard line 
against Russia 



Flexible Response 

 Arms buildup: 

– Conventional armed forces 

– The nuclear arsenal 

– Special Forces  

 U.S. strength tempted new administration to 
challenge U.S.S.R.  



Containing Castro: 

The Bay of Pigs Fiasco 

 Kennedy supported “anti-Castro forces in exile” 

 Bay of Pigs invasion a part of 1960 CIA plan under 
Eisenhower  

 April, 17 1961: Invasion 

– 1,400 Cuban exiles land without expected U.S. military support 

– Cuban armed forces  had been trained & equipped by Eastern 
Bloc countries 

– Invading combatants were defeated within 48 hours  

 Kennedy took responsibility in defiant speech against 
“communist penetration” 

 



The Bay of Pigs 

 Nov. 1961 – Operation Mongoose was authorized by 
President Kennedy 

– Secret program of propaganda, psychological warfare, and sabotage 

– Plots to assassinate Castro are ascribed to CIA 

 U.S. policy makers wanted to see “a new government with 
which the United States can live in peace.” 

 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/78/BayofPigs.jpg


Crisis Over Berlin 

 1961: Khrushchev renewed threat again to give 
Berlin to East Germany 

 Kennedy’s response 

– Announce crisis on nation-      
wide television 

– Call up the National Guard 

 Soviets built Berlin Wall 

“Freedom has many difficulties and democracy is not perfect, 
but we have never had to put up a  wall to keep our people in. . . 
.As a free man, I take pride in the words, ‘Ich bin ein Berliner’ [I 
am a Berliner].” – John Kennedy, speech given  in Berlin, 1963 

 

Meeting Nikita Khrushchev in 1961 



The Berlin Wall 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ea/Berlin-wall-map.png


Containing Castro: 

The Cuban Missile Crisis 

 October, 1962: Soviet nuclear missiles confirmed in 
Cuba 

 Planned to blockade, invade Cuba 

 U.S. imposed naval blockade, world appeared to be 
on the brink of nuclear war 

 Khrushchev agreed to remove missiles in exchange 
for public statement that U.S. would not invade Cuba 
and private assurance that U.S. Jupiter missiles in 
Turkey would be removed 



Containing Castro: 

The Cuban Missile Crisis 

 Political 

– Kennedy’s popularity soared 

– Democrats gained in Congressional elections 

 Diplomatic effects 

– Moderation of the Cold War 

– Russians began naval, nuclear buildup 



The Cuban Missile Crisis 
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Containment in Southeast Asia 

 Kennedy saw Southeast Asia as focus of U.S.-
Soviet rivalry  

– Supported Saigon’s Diem regime 

– Sent 16,000 American military “advisors”  

 November, 1963: Coup against Diem  

– Kennedy accepted 

– Coup further destabilized South Vietnam 

 U.S. involvement in Vietnam deepened 



Vietnam and the Cold 
War (cont.) 

 The United States, hoping for 
popular support in South 
Vietnam, support Nguyen 
Van Thieu to be in charge 

 Kennedy is assassinated and 
his successor Lyndon Johnson 
steps up the commitment to 
South Vietnam, especially 
after an attack on an 
American ship in the Gulf of 
Tonkin 



The New Frontier at Home 

 Kennedy staff 
competent, activist  

 Seeks legislative and 
economic reform  

 JFK the administration’s 
greatest asset 

President Kennedy's Civil 

Rights Address, June 11, 1963 



The Congressional Obstacle 

 Congress controlled by Southern Democrat-
Republican coalition 

 Coalition blocked far-reaching reform 

 Kennedy did not challenge Congress 



Economic Advance 

 Economic stimulation 

– Increased space and defense spending  

– Informal wage and price guidelines  

 1962: U.S. Steel forced to lower prices 

 1963: Tax cut spurred one of the longest sustained 
advances in U.S. history 

 Kennedy’s economic policies doubled growth, cut 
unemployment  



Moving Slowly on Civil Rights 

 Downplayed civil rights legislation to avoid alienating 
Southern Democrats  

 May, 1961: Federal marshals sent to protect Birmingham 
freedom riders 

 1962: Federal marshals, 
National Guard to 
University of Mississippi 

 1963: Deputy attorney 
general faced down George 
Wallace at University of 
Alabama 

John Lewis and Jim Zwerg after being 

beaten during the Freedom Rides 



“I Have a Dream” 

 May, 1963: Violent police suppression of 
nonviolent protestors in Birmingham 

– Kennedy intervened on side of               
blacks 

– Congress asked for civil rights laws 

 August, 1963: MLK led march on 
Washington 

 Kennedy record disappointing to 
supporters, ultimately effective 

King is most famous for his "I Have a 

Dream" speech, given in front of the 

Lincoln Memorial during the 1963 March 

on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. 



The Supreme Court and Reform 

 Activist court led by Earl Warren, aka “Warren Court” 

 Defendants’ rights in criminal cases 

– Gideon vs. Wainwright  - provide defendants w/ lawyers 

– Esobedo vs. Illinois – no interrogation, confession w/o lawyer 
present 

– Miranda vs. Arizona – inform of constitutional rights 

 Legislative reapportionment of states 

– 1962: Baker vs. Carr establishes “one man, one vote”  

 Greater social justice achieved 

– Rights of the underprivileged protected 

– Dissent and free expression protected 

 Engle vs. Vitale banned school prayer 



“Let Us Continue” 

 November 22, 1963: JFK assassinated by Lee Harvey 
Oswald  

 Lyndon Johnson promised to continue Kennedy’s 
programs 

 Johnson ultimately         
exceeded Kennedy’s              
record on economic,                
racial equality 

President Kennedy with his wife, 

Jacqueline, and Texas Governor 

John Connally in the presidential 

limousine, minutes before the 

President's assassination. 



Johnson in Action 

 Poor image on television  

 Effective manager of Congress 

 Spring, 1964: Kennedy’s tax cut passed 

 July 2: Civil Rights Act  

– Banned public segregation 

– Established Equal Employment Opportunity Commission to 
lessen job discrimination 

– Protected voting rights 

– Amended to include women in an attempt to reduce 
support for it 

 



The Election of 1964 

 1964: Johnson launched “war on poverty” 

– Programs included Head Start, Job Corps, Community 
Action Programs 

– Encouraged self-help  

– Reduced poverty  

 Johnson won landslide election against Republican 
Barry Goldwater 



The Triumph of Reform 

 1965: Great Society legislation advanced beyond New Deal 

 Medicare  

 Medicaid  

 Elementary and Secondary Education Act 

 New immigration law 

 The National Foundation on the Arts and the Humanities 

 New cabinet departments 

– Department of Transportation (DOT) 

– Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

 Voting Rights Act 



African American Voter Registration Before and After 

Passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1964 



The Second 

Great 

Migration: 

A Theoretical 

Example 





Johnson Escalates  

the Vietnam War 

 Hawkish foreign policy continued 

 1965: Troops sent to Dominican Republic 

 Determined not to “lose” Vietnam to the 
Communists 



The Vietnam Dilemma 
 1964: Saigon on the verge of 

collapse 

  Johnson’s initial response 

– Refused to send American combat 
forces 

– Economic aid 

– Military advisers 

– Covert actions 

 August 1964: Gulf of Tonkin 
Resolution gives Johnson 
authority to escalate in Vietnam 



Escalation 

 U.S. effort intended to bring Hanoi into peace 
negotiations 

 Policy of secrecy and deceit to assure 
Americans of Vietnam’s insignificance and 
keep Vietnam from endangering the Great 
Society 

 Johnson’s “sins” in Vietnam were secrecy, 
deceit, and refusing to admit he had 
committed U.S. to dangerous conflict 



Stalemate 

 1968: 500,000 U.S. 
troops in Vietnam  

 War of attrition 
increased American 
losses, enraged South 
Vietnamese 

 Johnson’s tactics failed 
to win the war 

 Americans gradually 
turned against the war 
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The Vietnam War 
 1965–1973 – major bombing 

attacks of Vietnam 

 January 30, 1968 – Tet 
Offensive launched 

 At war’s peak – 500,000 
American troops are stationed 
in Vietnam – 58,000 
Americans killed 

 1969 – Vietnamization – 
President Nixon’s policy to 
gradually withdraw troops 
from Vietnam 

 Peace negotiations start in 
1968, but no treaty until 1973 



The Vietnam War (cont.) 

 1975 – South Vietnamese troops evacuate country, 
but are routed by the North Vietnamese, turning all of 
Vietnam over to the communists / South Vietnam 
capital renamed Ho Chi Minh City 

 Vietnam’s results in the U.S.: 

– War hurt American prestige 

– Many European nations felt           
the United States neglected         
them to fight an aggressive                 
colonial war  

– Produced enormous divisions              
& debates in the United States 

 



Years of Turmoil 

 Exceptional unrest at home  

 Continued escalation of 
Vietnam war  



The Student Revolt 

 1964: Student protest 
movement launched at 
Berkeley 

 Challenged older 
generation’s materialism 

 Vietnam War targeted 

 Widespread cultural 
uprising 

 Students for a Democratic 
Society fullest expression of 
student revolt 



Protesting the Vietnam War 

 October, 1967: 100,000 protesters besieged the 
Pentagon 

 Demonstrations suppressed by a combination of 
force, concessions 



The Cultural Revolution 

 Rejection of older values through: 

– Sexual expression 

– Clothing 

– Drugs 

– Music 

 Some extremism provoked   
outrage 

 Serious challenge to hypocrisy     
of American society 

Lennon rehearses 

 "Give Peace a Chance" in 

Montreal, Canada, in 1969 



“Black Power” 

 1964–1967: Riots in northern cities 

 Rise of militant leaders 

– Black separatism  

– Armed struggle 

 MLK led anti-poverty crusade 

 April, 1968: MLK assassinated 

 Militancy increased African 
American pride 

Original six members of the 

Black Panther Party (1966) 

Martin Luther King, Jr. (left) and 

Malcolm X, March 26, 1964 



Ethnic Nationalism 

 Multiple groups emulated African 
American movement  

 1965: César Chávez organized 
National Farm Workers’ 
Association  

– Delano Grape Strike (1965) 

– Salad Bowl Strike (early 1970s) 

 Wanted to restrict immigration 
because undermined US workers 
& exploited migrant workers 

 Chicanos won federal mandate 
for bilingual education 

Cesar Chavez, 1974 



Women’s Liberation 

 1963: Betty Friedan’s The 
Feminine Mystique 

 New feminist activism 

– 1964 Civil Rights Act used to attack 
inequality in employment 

– Pro-choice advocacy on abortion  

– Sought to toughen enforcement of 
rape laws 

 1972: Congress sent Equal Rights 
Amendment to the states 



The Return of Richard Nixon 

 1968: A year of turmoil 

– Presidential election 

– Turning point in the Vietnam War  

– Massive protests in the streets 

 Richard Nixon election 
demonstrated desire for        
national reconciliation 



Vietnam Undermines Lyndon Johnson 

 1968: Tet Offensive led to conclusion that Vietnam 
war cannot be won 

 March: Johnson announced he will not seek another 
term as president 



The Democrats Divide 

 Rivals 

– Minnesota Senator Eugene McCarthy   

– Robert Kennedy  

– Party leaders favored Hubert Humphrey 

 Kennedy assassinated during campaign 

 1968 Democratic convention in Chicago besieged by 
antiwar protestors 

 Democrats wounded in public opinion 



The Republican 

Resurgence 

 Republicans 
united behind 
Richard Nixon 

 George Wallace’s 
third party 
candidacy drew 
Democratic votes 

 Nixon won narrow 
victory 



The End of an Era 

 Election of 1968 ended 30-year era of liberal reform, 
activist foreign policy 

 Americans sought less intrusive government 


