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What Parties Do for Democracy 

What Parties Do For Democracy 

• Organize the Competition 

• Unify the Electorate 

• Help Organize Government 

• Translate Preferences into Policy 

• Provide Loyal Opposition 



 

 

The Nomination of Candidates 

• From the beginning, parties have been the 

mechanism by which candidates for public 

office are chosen. 

What Parties Do for America 



 

 

Party Systems 

• Ours is a two-party system; most other 

democracies have a multiparty system. 

• Although the United States has many minor 

parties, only the two major parties have much of 

a chance to win elections.  

• Multiparty systems are almost always found in 

countries that have a parliamentary government, 

in contrast to our presidential system. 

 

What Parties Do for America 



 

 

Minor Parties: Persistence and Frustration 

• Although we have a primarily two-party system 

in the United States, we also have minor parties, 

sometimes called third parties. 

• Minor parties that are organized around an 

ideology usually persist over a longer time than 

those built around a particular leader. 

What Parties Do for America 
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A Brief History of American Political Parties 

• Political parties emerged largely out of practical 

necessity. 

• In 1787, parties began to form as citizens debated 

the ratification of the U.S. Constitution. 



 

 

Realigning Elections 

 1824: Andrew Jackson and the Democrats 

 1860: The Civil War—the Rise of the 

Republicans 

 1896: A Party in Transition 

 1932: Franklin Roosevelt and the New Deal 

A Brief History of American Political Parties 



The Last Half Century 

• Major shifts in party demographics have occurred in 

recent decades. 

• Since 1953, divided government, with one party 

controlling Congress and the other the White House, 

has been in effect twice as long as united government. 

• Elections during the past few decades have seen 

power change hands numerous times without any long-

term shifts in the population in party allegiance. 
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American Parties Today 

Parties as 

Institutions 

• National Party 

Leadership 

• Party Platforms 

• Parties at the 

State and Local 

Levels 

 

 

 



Parties in Government 

• Legislative Branch 

• Executive Branch 

• Judicial Branch 

• State and Local Levels 

  

  

  

American Parties Today 



 

 

Parties in the Electorate 

• Party Registration 

• Party Activists 

• Party Identification 

• Partisan Dealignment? 

American Parties Today 
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How Parties Raise and Spend Money 

How Parties Raise and Spend Money 

 Political parties rely on contributions from 

individuals and interest groups to fund their 

activities. 

 Because of the close connection, political parties 

have with office holders, the courts have long 

permitted regulation of the source and amount of 

money people and groups can contribute to 

parties, as well as the amount parties can spend 

with or contribute to candidates. 



Party Expenditures 

 Party committees are permitted to make 

contributions to candidates and can also 

spend a limited amount of money in what are 

called “coordinated expenditures.” 

 Compared to other countries, the United 

States has less public funding of political 

parties and candidates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

How Parties Raise and Spend Money 



Copyright © 2011 Pearson Education, Inc. Publishing as Longman 



Are the Political Parties Dying? 

• Critics of the U.S. party system make three 

allegations against it. 

• Some analysts fear that parties are in severe 

decline or even mortally ill. 

• Legislation limiting the viability and functions 

of parties was bad enough, say the party 

pessimists, but parties suffer from additional 

problems. 

Are the Political Parties Dying? 
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Are the Political 

Parties Dying 

(cont.) 

• Reform Among the 

Democrats 

• Reform Among the 

Republicans 

 



Continued Importance of Parties 

• Political parties are vital to the functioning of 

democracy. 

• Parties are just as important in organizing the 

government. 

• Parties also provide an important way for 

citizens to influence government. 
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