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Roots of State & Local Government 

• States were original unit of government 

– Authorized local governments 

– Originally only part time 

• Challenges lead to need for full-time 
governments 

• Shifting relationship between states and 
national government 

– Reconstruction, Progressive, and Modern eras  

– One-person, one-vote 



State Governments 

• State constitutions 
• Governors 
• State legislatures 
• State courts 

 



State Constitutions 

• Reconstruction 

– Heavy revisions 

• Western Expansion 

– Avoidance of political machines 

– Progressive movement 

• Professionalization 

– Full time legislators 

– Amendments – easier to amend than the U.S. 
Constitution 



Governors 
 Chief executive of state government 

– Similar to the president on a smaller scale 

 Budget creation 

– Package or general veto, or line-item vetoes 

 Responsible for implementing laws 

 Appointments 

– Fewer powers than the president 

 Enforcing the law 

– Pardon, commute, parole, or extradite 



What were the political party affiliations of state 
governors after the November 2010 elections? 



State Legislatures 

 Most powerful state entity 

 Have become professional (full time, salaried) 

 Bicameral except          
for Nebraska 

 Only fifteen states               
have term limits 



Which states place term limits on 
state legislators? 



State Courts 

 Jurisdiction 

– Adjudicate both criminal and civil disputes 

– The inclusionary principal 

 Structure and organization 

– Municipal, specialized, circuit, county, appellate, 
supreme courts 

 Judicial selection 

– Most are elected and serve fixed terms 

– Missouri (merit) plan 



How are state courts organized? 



How are state supreme court judges 
selected? 



Local Governments 

• Dillon’s Rule – “Municipal corporations owe 
their origins to and derive their power and 
rights wholly from the [state] legislature.”  

 --Judge John F. Dillon,1868 
 
• Charters – authorize creation of local 

governments 



Types of Local Governments 
 • Counties 

– Basic administrative units/broad responsibilities 

• Towns 

– Small, community-governed areas 

• Cities/municipalities 

– Densely populated areas 

• Special districts/public corporations 

– Handle functions i.e., schools, parks, water, etc. 

• Governments may overlap jurisdiction 

 



Executives and Legislatures 

• Town meetings 

• Mayor – chief executive 

• City council – legislature 

• Mayor-council – political 
executive 

• Council-manager – 
professional executive 

• Commission – both 
executive and legislative 
responsibilities 



Political Participation 
 Nonpartisan vs partisan elections 

– District-based – gives minorities greater equality 

– At-large – favors the majority voting bloc 

 Political parties 

– less influence in state and local elections 

 Influential members of the community 

– Traditional elites, business owners, news media, and issue-specific 
organizations 

 Direct democracy 

– Initiative, referendum, and recall 



Relations with Indian nations 

 Federal government 

– Domestic dependent 
nation 

– Trust relationship 

 State and local 
government 

– Reservation land 

– Trust land 



Toward Reform: State and Local Finances 

 Balanced budgets 

– Required at state and local level 

– Balancing act with unemployment 

 Taxes and fees 

– Progressive – Income Taxes 

– Regressive – Sales, property, and user taxes 

– Segregated funds – restricted to a specific use 



What are the sources of state and 
local government revenue? 



Federal Funding and Reforms 

 Federal funding 

– Accounts for one-fifth of state funds 

– American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 

 Reforms 

– Program cuts to deal with less federal funds 

– User fees, sales taxes used to compensate 



How did the major forms of 
municipal government change from 

1984 to 2009? 



What are the “Big Seven” 
intergovernmental associations? 


