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Toward Industrial Society 
 The industrial revolution began in eighteenth- century Britain, 

and in 1850, England remained a generation ahead of its future 
continental competitors.   

 Material progress was being made, accompanied by continued 
population growth &             
considerable migration               
from the countryside to                  
the cities.   

 This movement was              
aided by railroads; the             
1830s and 1840s were                  
the great age of rail-               
road building.   



British Cotton Trade Around 1850 
In the 1600s, cotton cloth imported from India had become popular. British 
merchants tried to organize a cotton cloth industry at home.  To do so, they 
developed the putting out system. 



Travel Times to London 



City Life 

As industrialization progressed, cities came to dominate 
the West. At the same time, city life underwent dramatic 
changes. 

 Settlement patterns shifted:  the rich lived in pleasant 
neighborhoods on the outskirts of the city, while the poor 
crowded into slums near the city center. 

 Paved streets, gas lamps, organized police forces, and expanded 
fire protection made cities safer and more livable. 

 Architects began building soaring skyscrapers made of steel.  

 Sewage systems improved public health.  

 



The Thames Tunnel (opened 1843). 
Cement was used in the world's first underwater tunnel 



The Labor Force 

 It was the age that prized talent and efficiency.  

 The middle classes tended to measure success in monetary terms 
and were increasingly dissatisfied with their lack of political 
influence.   

 Generally, they were unsympathetic to the plight of the poor.   

 The labor force was varied, but the two broad categories were 
factory workers and urban        
artisans.   

A young "drawer" pulling a coal tub 
along a mine gallery. In Britain laws 
passed in 1842 and 1844 improved 
working conditions in mines 
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The Chartist Movement 
 By the late 1830s, the British working classes turned to direct 

political activity and pushed a reform program known as 
Chartism.   

  Social historian, Dorothy Thompson defined the movement as 
the time when "thousands of working people considered that 
their problems could be solved by the political organization of the 
country.“ 

 120 local newspapers                
were important to the                
movement, for their news,                 
editorials, announcements,           
poetry and (especially in              
1848) reports on inter-         
natonal developments. 



People’s Charter of 1838 
 In 1837, 6 Members of Parliament & 6 working men, 

including William Lovett, (from the London Working Men's 
Association, set up in 1836) formed a committee & 
published the People's Charter in 1838.  

 The Charter stipulated the 6 main           
aims of the movement as: 

1. A vote for every man 21 yrs. of age 

2. The secret ballot 

3. No property qualification for                 
members of Parliament  

4. Payment of members 

5. Equal Constituencies 

6. Annual parliaments 



Petitions and “the General Strike” 
 In early May, 1842, a petition with over 3 million signatures, over 

“Equality before the Law” was submitted to Parliament and was 
rejected. 

 The depression of 1841 – 1842 led to a wave of strikes adding 
economic demands, such as increased wages. 

 In April, 1848, a mass meeting of 150,000 was organized to 
present another petition to Parliament and 100,000 special 
constables were recruited to bolster the police force. The meeting 
was peaceful despite military threat. 

 In June, public meetings were banned and new legislation on 
sedition and treason were passed, driving a significant number of 
Chartists to prepare an uprising in August. 

 As a national movement, Chartism failed, but it set an example 
for workers on the continent. 



The Great Chartist Meeting on 
Kennington Common, 1848 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/24/Chartist_meeting,_Kennington_Common.jpg
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Family Structures and the Industrial 
Revolution 

 The industrial revolution did not destroy the 
working-class family, but it did make the European 
family primarily a unit of consumption alone, rather 
than a unit of production and consumption. 

 Families came to depend on sharing wages from 
several sources rather than on sharing work in the 
home or factory. 

 The wage economy meant that families were less 
closely bound together than in the past. 



What Values Shaped the New Social Order? 

 A strict code of etiquette governed 
social behavior.  

 Children were supposed to be “seen 
but not heard.” 

 Middle-class parents had a large say 
in choosing whom their children 
married.  At the same time, the 
notion of “falling in love” was more 
accepted than ever before.  

 Men worked while women stayed at 
home. Books, magazines, and 
popular songs supported a cult of 
domesticity that idealized women 
and the home. 

Godey's Lady's Book was a highly influential women's magazine 
which reinforced the values of the Cult of Domesticity 



Women in the Early Industrial Revolution 

 Family structures changed: 

– Economic life and home life were no longer the same 

– The family ceased to be a close unit of production and 
consumption.   

 Women received lower wages, and the employment 
of children in the factories became a major concern.   

 The English Factory Act of 1833 limited a child's work 
day and imposed a mandatory responsibility on the 
factory owner for the education of employed 
children.  



The Social Movements 

 Across Europe & the U.S., politically 
active women campaigned for fairness 
in marriage, divorce, & property laws.  

 Women’s groups supported the 
temperance movement, a campaign to 
limit or ban the use of alcoholic 
beverages. 

 Early  movements were inspired by 
Belfast Presbyterian Rev. John Edgar, 
who poured his stock of whiskey out of 
his window in 1829. 

 Methodists, Quakers, and the Salvation 
Army (founded in 1864) lobbied 
parliament to restrict alcohol sales. 

Cartoon from Australia, c. 1906 



Women in the Temperance Movement 
 In Wales, Lady Llanover, motivated by Calvinist Methodists 

teachings, closed all the public houses on her estate and was an 
outspoken critic of the evils of drink. 

 In 1878, the 
British Women’s 
Temperance 
Association was 
formed. 

 Margaret Bright 
Lucas, BWTA 
president, also 
supported peace 
and anti-
prostitution 
work. 

 

George Cruikshank, Life in London (1821) 



Rights for Women 

 Before 1850, some women had become leaders in the union 
movement. 

 Some women campaigned to abolish slavery. 

 Many women broke the barriers that kept         
them out of universities and professions.  

 In the mid- to late 1800s, groups dedicated to               
women’s suffrage emerged.  

 Writers such as Virginia Woolf are associated with the ideas of 
the first wave of feminism, arguing that “women are 
simultaneously victims of themselves as well as victims of men 
and are upholders of society by acting as mirrors to men.” 

Virginia Woolf 



Growth in Public Education 

 By the late 1800s, reformers persuaded many 
governments to set up public schools and require basic 
education for all children.  

 Governments began to expand secondary schools, or 
high schools.  

 Colleges and universities expanded during this period.  
Universities added courses in the sciences to their 
curriculums. 

 Some women sought greater educational 
opportunities. By the 1840s, a few small colleges for 
women opened.  

 



Problems of Crime and Order 

 The rise in urban population also caused a rise in the 
crime rate, which resulted in the development of 
professional law enforcement officers.   

 Prison reform was another issue that received attention.   

 New prisons were developed from models in the United 
States that sought rehabilitation as a result of 
incarceration.   

 In France, however, imprisonment became more 
repressive as the century passed and transportation to 
infamous penal colonies (Devil's Island) were designed 
to rid the country of its worst elements. 



Religion in an Urban Age 

Despite the challenge of new ideas, religion continued 
to be a major force in western society. 

 Christian churches and Jewish synagogues remained 
at the center of communities. 

 Religious leaders influenced political, social, and 
educational developments. 

 Religious organizations provided social services to 
the poor.  

 The social gospel was a movement that urged 
Christians to social service. 
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Classical Economics 
 Classical economists such as 

Thomas Malthus and David 
Ricardo dominated policy 
discussions.   

 They argued that government 
should not interfere in the 
free operation of the 
economy.   

 They believed generally in 
laissez-faire and were 
pessimistic about the working 
class.   

David Ricardo 

Thomas Malthus 



Laissez-Faire Economics 

ADAM SMITH 
THOMAS 
MALTHUS 

DAVID 
RICARDO 

A free market would 
produce more goods 
at lower prices, 
making them 
affordable to all. 

A growing economy 
would encourage 
capitalists to reinvest 
profits in new 
ventures. 

Population would 
outpace the food 
supply.  

As long as the 
population kept 
increasing, the poor 
would suffer. 

People should have 
fewer children.  

The “iron law of 
wages” said that 
when wages were 
high, families had 
more children.  

More children meant 
a greater labor 
supply, leading to 
lower wages, higher 
unemployment. 



Utilitarians 
 Closely related to the classical 

economists were the British 
Utilitarians, led by John Stuart 
Mill.   

 They believed that the principle 
of utility (the greatest good for 
the greatest number) should 
constitute the guiding principle 
of public policy.   

 They were the actual authors of 
much reform legislation. 



Utilitarianism and Socialism 

Utilitarianism 
 The idea that the goal of 

society should be “the 
greatest happiness for the 
greatest number” of its 
citizens. 

 Jeremy Bentham supported 
individual freedom, but saw 
the need for government 
involvement under certain 
circumstances. 

 John Stuart Mill wanted the 
government to step in to 
improve the hard lives of the 
working class. 

 

Socialism 
 The people as a whole, rather 

than private individuals, own 
and operate the means of 
production. 

 The Utopians wanted to build  
self-sufficient communities in 
which all work was shared and 
all property owned in 
common. 

 Robert Owen set up a model 
community in Scotland and 
put Utopian ideas into 
practice. 



Early Socialism 

 Among the first writers to define the social question 
were the utopian socialists: 

– Saint-Simon – believed modern society required rational 
management and hoped for a government consisting of expert 
directors organizing  and coordinating industrial activity. 

– Robert Owen – believed in a paternalistic form of socialism 
transported to industrial setting; did show that industrial 
production and humane working conditions were compatible. 

– Charles Fourier – emphasized the problem of tedium and urged 
liberated living in communities called phalanxes, rather than 
merely as a conglomerate of atomistic, selfish individuals. 



Early Socialism 
 Ideas were often visionary and idealistic, but expected 

some existing government to carry them out. 

 Early socialist spokesmen lacked any meaningful political 
following. 

New Moral 
World, Owen's 

envisioned 
successor of 

New Harmony. 
Owenites fired 

bricks to build it, 
but construction 
never occurred. 



Anarchists 
 Other writers, known as anarchists, rejected both 

industry and the dominance of government.   

– Some, like Louis Auguste Blanqui, were violent;  

– Others, like Pierre-Joseph Proudhon, were peaceful.   

 Many conservative Europeans also hated the view of 
society set out by the classical economists.   

 In general, the anarchists writers were less brilliant than 
the liberals and the socialists, but they did achieve some 
reforms by posing as protectors of the poor.   

 The price of such protection was non-participation in 
politics by the working class. 



Karl Marx and “Scientific Socialism” 
 The ideas of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels expounded in the 

Communist Manifesto (1848), have become some of the most 
politically influential in modern European history. 

 The major ideas of the Manifesto were derived from German 
Hegelianism, French socialism, and British classical economics. 

 The Manifesto contended that human history must be 
understood rationally and as a whole. 

 It is the record of humankind’s coming to grips with physical 
nature to produce the goods necessary for human survival. 

 Historically, the means of production has always involved 
conflict between the classes – those who own and controlled 
the means of production & those classes who worked for them. 



Marxism 
 Only radical social transformation can 

eliminate  the social and economic evils that 
are inherent in the very structure of 
production. 

 The proletarian revolution is inevitable and 
will lead to a society without class conflict – 
the culmination of human history. 

 The proletariat would take control of the 
means of production and set up a communist 
society.   

 In such a society, wealth and power would be 
equally shared.  

 Despite a number of weaknesses, Marx’s 
theory had a wide influence on industrial 
Europe. 

Karl Marx 
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THE ACCESSION OF THE QUEEN OF 
INDIA 

 UNREST 
1857–1897 



Revolutions of 1848 

Research one of the following revolutions and 
prepare to answer the questions with the class: 

  France 

  Italy 

  Germany 

 

1. What caused the revolution? 

2. Why did the revolution fail? 

3. What roles did liberals and nationalists play? Why 
did they sometimes clash? 



1848: Year of Revolution 
 The causes of the series of widespread revolutions were 

similar:  

– Food shortages and unemployment 

– A new willingness of political liberals to ally with the working 
classes in order to put increased pressure on the government, 
despite different aims 

– (Outside France) a movement to create national states that 
would reorganize or replace existing political entities 

 The immediate results of the 1848 revolutions were 
stunning:  

– The French monarchy fell and many others were badly shaken.  

– But not one revolution established a new liberal or national 
state. 



1848: Year of Revolution 
 The political imitative 

passed from the liberal 
to the conservative 
political groups. 

 Most importantly, after 
1848, the European 
middle class ceased to 
be revolutionary. 

 Rather, the middle class 
became increasingly 
concerned about the 
protection of its 
property against radical 
political and social 
movements. Revolutions in Europe, 1830 and 1848 



Revolutions of 1848 

In 1848, revolts in Paris again unleashed a tidal wave of 
revolution across Europe. 

In Austria, revolts caused Metternich to resign.   

 The Austrian government agreed to reforms, but these gains 
were temporary.   

 With Russian help, Austrian forces defeated the rebels.   

 Many were imprisoned, executed, or exiled.  



Revolutions of 1848 

Nationalists in Italy rebelled against Austrian Hapsburg 
rulers.   

 They expelled the pope and installed a nationalist government.   

 Before long, Austrian troops ousted the new government and 
the French army restored the pope to power.  

In Prussia, liberals forced King Frederick William IV to 
agree to a constitution written by an elected assembly.   

 Within a year, Frederick dissolved the assembly and issued his 
own constitution keeping power in his own hands. 



Why Did the Uprising Fail? 

By 1850 the rebellions had faded, ending the age of 
liberal revolution that had begun in 1789. 

 Rulers used military force to suppress the uprisings. 

 Revolutionaries did not have mass support. 

 A growing gulf divided workers seeking radical economic 
change and liberals pursuing moderate political reforms. 

 


