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The Challenges of Nationalism and 
Liberalism 

 The defeat of Napoleon and the diplomatic 
settlement of the Congress of Vienna restored the 
conservative political and social order in Europe.   

 This conservative order is confronted with potential 
sources of unrest found in the forces of liberalism, 
nationalism, and popular sovereignty.    

 Despite the challenges of liberalism and nationalism, 
the domestic political order that the restored 
conservative institutions of Europe established 
showed remarkable staying power. 
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The Emergence of Nationalism 

 Nationalism was the powerful European 
political ideology in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries. 

 It has been revived in modern Europe since 
the collapse of the former Soviet Union. 

 Nationalism is the notion that a nation is 
composed of people with the same 
language, customs, culture, and history and 
therefore should be governed by the same 
government. 

 Giuseppe Mazzini defines nationalism by 
combining democratic politics with a 
religious concept of divine destiny of 
nations. 

Photograph of Italian 
nationalist Mazzini by 

Domenico Lama 



Liberty Leading the People (Eugène Delacroix, 1830) is a 
famous example of nationalist art.  

Note how 
he portrays 
persons 
from 
different 
social 
classes and 
occupations 
joining the 
revolution 
led by the 
figure of 
Liberty. 



Creating Nations 

 Writers and other intellectual elites created 
the notion of nation through the printed 
word. 

 Teachers promoted the idea by teaching the 
nation’s official language, literature, and 
history. 

 This lead to more linguistic uniformity in 
European nations than had ever existed 
before the 19th century. 



Regions of Nationalistic Pressure 

 Which ethic groups could be considered nations? 

 Minorities existed in every region. 

 Ethnic groups had to be able to establish political 
autonomy and have the military capacity to conquer 
others or to establish and protect their own 
independence. 

 Minorities could create and did create domestic 
unrest within the political units they inhabited. 



The “Irish Problem” 

 England  brought Ireland under direct rule in 1800. 

 They abolishing the Irish Parliament, but allowed the 
Irish to elect representatives to the British Parliament 
in Westminster. 

 Irish nationalists wanted independence or at least 
more self-government. 

 The “Irish Problem” would haunt British politics for 
two centuries. 

The green harp flag was first used by Irish Confederate troops in the Eleven Years War, and 
became the main symbol of Irish nationalism in the 19th and early 20th century 



Other Nationalistic Movements 
 German nationalists sought to unify the German-speaking 

peoples, challenging the structure of the Austrian Empire and 
pitting Prussia and Austria against each other. 

 Italian nationalists sought to unity Italy and drive out the 
Austrians. 

 Polish nationalists sought to restore independence from 
Russia. 

 In Eastern Europe, Hungarians, Czechs, Slovenes, and other 
sought independence from Austria. 

 On the Balkan peninsula and eastward, Serbs, Greeks, 
Albanians, Romanians, and Bulgarians sought independence 
from the Ottoman Empire and Russia. 



Early 19th-Century Political Liberalism 
 Liberals tended to be those who were excluded from the existing 

political processes; they were not democrats.   

 They wanted legal equality, religious toleration, and freedom of 
the press. 

 They supported a constitutional government to limit the 
arbitrary power of monarchs. 

– Elected representative bodies 

– Ministers responsive to Parliaments, rather than to monarchs 

 These were educated, wealthy people from professional or 
commercial arenas. 

 Hostile to privileged aristocrats, they were contemptuous of the 
unpropertied class.   



Early 19th-Century Economic Liberalism 
 Liberals sought the removal of 

economic restraints and believed 
that labor was simply one more 
commodity to be bought and sold 
freely.   

– Abolish economic restraints 
associated with mercantilism 

– Wanted removal of tariffs and 
international barriers to trade 

– Opposed legislation governing 
wages and labor practices by 
government or guilds 

 Liberalism was often 
complementary to nationalism.   

Portrait of Adam Smith by John Kay, 1790 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/25/AdamSmith1790b.jpg


Goals of Liberals 

 The specific problems of the liberals differed 
according to circumstances. 

– In France and Britain, liberals wanted to protect civil 
liberties, define power of monarch and legislature, and 
expand electorate while avoiding democracy. 

– In Germany, liberals hoped that a unified Germany would 
be created through the Prussian monarchy, which could 
later yield to a freer social and political order. 

 



 The Congress of Vienna was criticized for ignoring the 
liberal & nationalist aspirations of so many peoples. 

 The leading statesmen at Vienna    
underestimated the new  
nationalism and liberalism  
generated by the French  
Revolution. 

 Not until the unification of  
Germany in 1870-71 was the  
balance of power upset. 

 Not until World War I did  
Europe have another general war. 

An Evaluation of the  
Congress of Vienna 
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19th Century Conservatism 

 Conservatism arose in reaction to liberalism & became a 
popular alternative for those who were frightened by the 
violence unleashed by the French Revolution. 

 Early conservatism was allied to the restored monarchical 
governments of Austria, Prussia, France, and England. 

 Support for conservatism: 

– Came from the traditional ruling class. 

– Also supported by the peasants. 

 Supported by Romantic writers,  
conservatives believed in order, society  
and the state, faith, and tradition. 

 



Characteristics of Conservatism 

 Conservatives viewed history as a continuum. 

 The basis of society is organic, not contractual. 

 Stability & longevity, not progress and change, mark 
a good society. 

 The only legitimate sources of political authority 
were God and history. 

– They rejected the “social contract” theory. 

 Conservatives believed that self-interests do not lead 
to social harmony, but to social conflict. 

– Denounced individualism and natural rights. 

 To Conservatives, society was hierarchical. 



Conservative Outlooks 
 The pillars of conservatism were legitimate monarchies, landed 

aristocracies, and established churches. 

 Theoretical political and religious ideas were associated with: 

– Edmund Burke – property is essential to human life; 
people desire to be ruled and controlled, the division of 
property formed the basis for social structure. 

– Friedrich Hegel - free will can only realize itself in the 
complicated social context of property rights and 
relations, contracts, moral commitments, family life, the 
economy, the legal system, and the polity.  

 Distrusted written constitutions & popular movements 

Burke 

Hegel 



Conservative Response to Liberalism 

 The Austrian government could make no serious compromises 
with the programs of liberalism and nationalism, which would 
have meant the probable dissolution of the empire.    

 The Austrian statesman Prince Klemens von Metternich 
epitomized conservatism. 

– Served as Foreign Minister and Chancellor of State                
from 1821 to 1848 under Francis II and Ferdinand I 

– He has be criticized for standing in the way of reforms                 
that may have prevented World War I. 

– Denied freedom of speech & opposed electoral reform 

– Allowed Prussia to unify Germany rather than Austria 

 In the immediate post-war years, he was primarily concerned 
with preventing movements toward constitutionalism in the 
German states. 



Liberalism & Nationalism Resisted 

 In 1815, Frederick III promised a constitutional government. 

 In 1817, he reneged on his pledge by creating a Council of 
State responsible only to him. 

 In 1823, he established eight provincial estates, or diets 
dominated by Junkers that exercised advisory function only. 

 The southern German states of Baden, Bavaria, and 
Württemberg established constitutions, but did not recognize 
popular sovereignty. 

 University students formed Burschenschaften, students 
groups organized large celebrations. 

 In July 1819, after dramatist August von Kotzebue was 
martyred, Metternich persuaded the issuance of the Carlsbad 
Decrees dissolved the Burschenschaften. 



Post War Repression in Great Britain 

 In Great Britain, unemployment led to demands for the 
reform of parliament. 

– In 1815, the Corn Laws levied duties on imported grain 
maintaining high prices on locally grown grain 

– Income taxes on wealthy were repealed in favor of excise or 
sales tax on consumer goods 

– Workers called for reform of Parliament 

– Reform clubs were organized 

 In December 1816, an unruly mass meeting at Spa 
Fields near London brought repression. 



Post War Repression in Great Britain 

 For a time, repression brought calm, but: 

–  In 1817 the Coercion Acts were passed, temporarily suspending 
habeas corpus and extending existing laws against seditious 
gatherings 

– August 16, 1819, a meeting in Manchester at Saint Peter’s Fields 
were confronted  by Royal troops and militia resulting in 11 deaths 
and numerous injuries, called “Peterloo” Massacre 

–  In 1819 the Six Acts followed: 1) forbidding large unauthorized 
public meetings; 2) raising fines for seditious libel; 3) speeding up 
trials for political agitators; 4) increasing newspaper taxes; 5) 
prohibiting training of armed groups; 6) allowing local officials to 
search homes in certain disturbed counties 

 These attempted to remove the instruments of agitation from 
the hands of radical leaders and to provide the authorities with 
new powers.   



The Conservative International Order 

 Foreign policy issues were worked out through 
congresses, or a system known as the “Concert” of 
Europe established the principal of collective 
security. 

– At Aix-la-Chapelle (1818), Tsar Alexander I suggested that 
the Quadruple Alliance (Russia, Austria, Prussia, and Great 
Britain) agree to uphold the borders and existing 
governments of all European countries. 

– Britain contended that the Quadruple Alliance was 
intended only to prevent future French aggression and 
flatly rejected the proposal. 



Further Meetings of the “Concert” of Europe 

 Their goal was to define and monitor the status quo. 

– The Congress of Troppau (1820) met to discuss means of 
suppressing the revolution in Naples; the Troppau Protocol 
stated that governments resulting from revolutions that 
threaten other states can be removed from the alliance. 

– The Congress of Laibach (1821) convened to discuss the 
“Italian Question” (Austrian control of northern Italy) and 
reiterate the statements in the Protocol. 

– The Congress of Verona (1822) met to discuss the 
continued Italian Question, the Turkish Question (Greek 
insurrection against the Ottomans), and the Spanish 
Question (and proposed French intervention). 

 



Congress of Verona 



The Period of Political Reaction 
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Revolutionary Movements in the Early 19th c. 



Revolutions in Spain and Italy in 1820 

 Revolutions broke out in Spain and Italy in 1820 

 Britain withdraws from continental affairs. 

 The other allies agree to support Austrian 
intervention in Italy and French intervention in Spain. 

 



Wallachia & Moldavia 

Independence 
Movements in 

the Balkans 



Greek Revolution - 1821 



Greek Independence 
 The “Eastern Question” - Revolution breaks 

out in Greece in 1821 as a result of the 
weakness of the Ottoman Empire. 

 Hetairia Philike - secret society that inspired 
an uprising against the Turks. 

 Pan-Hellenism – idea of Greek independent 
state. 

 1827 – Battle of Navarino: Britain, France, 
Russia destroyed the Ottoman-Egyptian 
fleet 

 1828 – Russia declares war on the 
Ottomans. 

 1829 – Treaty of Adrianople 

 1830 - Treaty of London declared Greece an 
independent  nation. 

Greece on the Ruins of 
Missilonghi, by Delacroix, 1827 



Lord Byron – Martyr in Greece 
 Literary liberals throughout 

Europe saw the revolution as 
restoring ancient Greek 
Democracy. 

 Lord Byron, an English 
Romantic poet, went to fight in 
Greece and died of cholera. 

 His portrait may be intended to 
show his willingness to adapt 
to the exotic garb of the 
Balkans or his ability to 
embody different personalities. 

Lord Byron dressed as an Albanian 



Serbian Independence, 1830 
 Between 1804 and 1813, Serbian leader, Kara George led a 

guerrilla war against the Ottomans. 

– Was ultimately unsuccessful 

– Helped to build national self-identity 

 In 1815 & 1816, Milos Obrenovitch succeeded in negotiating 
greater administrative autonomy for some Serbian territories, 
but most Serbs lived outside its borders. 

 In 1830, the Ottoman sultan formally granted Serbian 
independence. 

– In 1833, Milos, now a hereditary prince, pressured the Ottomans to 
extend the boundaries 

– Tensions developed between Austria and Muslim inhabitants. 

 In the late 1830s, the major powers granted diplomatic 
recognition; Russia, also a Slavic state, became Serbia’s protector. 



Steps Toward German Unity 

 Between 1807 and 1812, Napoleon made 
important territorial changes in German-speaking 
lands.  

 Many Germans resented Napoleon and his 
changes.  

 As people fought to free their lands from French 
rule, they began to demand a unified state. 

 In the 1830s, Prussia created an economic union 
called the Zollverein.   



The Wars of Independence in Latin America 

 The wars of Napoleon sparked independence 
movements from European domination in Latin 
America. 

 Haiti achieved independence from France following a 
slave revolt led by Toussaint L’ Ouverture. 

 The efforts of José de San Martin (Peru and Chile), 
Simón Bolívar (Venezuela), and Bernardo O’Higgins 
(Chile) are significant. 

 Mexico and Brazil also gain their freedom. 

For more on the Latin American Wars of Independence see the 
notes for Chapter 25 for AP World History on my website. 
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Latin America in 1830 



The Conservative Order Shaken in Russia 

 Russian upper class had come into contact with 
western liberal ideas during the Napoleonic Wars. 

 During the 1820s, Russia took the lead in suppressing 
liberal and nationalistic tendencies. 

 Late November, 1825, Tsar Alexander I died suddenly 
with no direct heir → dynastic crisis 

– Constantine – married a woman not of royal blood. 

– Nicholas – named by Alexander I as his heir before his death. 

– Russian troops were to take an oath of allegiance to Nicholas, 
who less popular than  Constantine (Nicholas was seen as 
more reactionary). 
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The Decembrist Uprising - 1825 



The Decembrist Uprising, 1825 
 December 26, 1825 – Moscow regiment marched into the Senate 

Square in St. Petersburg and refused to take the oath. 

 Nicholas ordered the cavalry and artillery to attack the insurgents. 

— Over 60 were killed. 

— 5 plotters were executed. 

— Over 100 insurgents  

 Results: 

– The first rebellion in modern Russian history           
where the rebels had specific political goals. 

– In their martyrdom, the Decembrists came to      
symbolize the dreams/ideals of all Russian liberals. 

– Nicholas was determined that his power would never again come 
into question → Nicholas I was terrified of change! 

Tsar Nicholas I 



The Decembrist Uprising, 1825 
 Nicholas I was the most extreme 

of the 19th century autocrats. 

 He embraced a program called 
Official Nationalism that  had the 
slogan “Orthodoxy, Autocracy and 
Nationalism.” 

 The program alienated serious 
Russian intellectual life from the 
tsarist government. 

 In response to an uprising in 
Poland in 1830, Nicholas sent in 
troops and declared Poland to be 
part of the Russian Empire. 



The 1830 Revolutions 



Bourbon Restoration in France 

 The Bourbon monarchy was restored to 
France.   

 Supported by the restoration constitution 
called the Charter, Louis XVIII attempted to 
pursue a policy of mild accommodation 
with the liberals.   

– The Charter set up a hereditary monarchy and a 
bicameral legislature: Chamber of Peers was 
modeled after House of Lords 

– Guaranteed most of rights from Declaration of 
Rights of Man 

 In 1829, as a result of the assassination of 
the king’s nephew, ultraroyalists persuaded 
Louis to take a harder line, which was 
evident by the early 1820s. 

Louis XVII, in his coronation 
robes, by François Pascal 

Simon Gérard 



France: The “Restoration” Era (1815 – 1830) 

France emerged from the chaos of 
its revolutionary period as the most 
liberal large state in Europe. 

Louis XVIII governed France as a 
Constitutional monarch. 

 He agreed to observe the 1814 
“Charter” or Constitution of the 
Restoration period. 

– Limited royal power 

– Granted legislative power 

– Protected civil rights 

– Upheld the Napoleon Code 
Louis XVIII  (r. 1814 – 1824) 



The “Ultras” 
 France was divided by those who had 

accepted the ideals of the French 
Revolution and those who didn’t. 

 The Count of Artois was the leader of 
the “Ultra-Royalists” 

 1815, “White Terror” – Royalist mobs 
killed 100s of former revolutionaries. 

 1816 elections – The Ultras were 
rejected in the Chamber of Deputies 
election in favor of a moderate 
royalist majority dependent on 
middle class support. 

The Count of Artois, the future 
King Charles X (r. 1824 – 1820) 



France: Conservative Backlash 
 1820 – the Duke of Berri, son of Artois, was murdered. 

 Royalists blamed the left. 

 Louis XVIII moved the government more to the right 

– Changes in electoral laws narrowed the eligible voters. 

– Censorship was imposed. 

 Liberals were driven out of legal political life and into 
illegal activities. 

 1823 – triumph of reactionary forces! 

– French troops were authorized by the Concert of Europe to 
crush the Spanish Revolution and restore another Bourbon 
ruler, Ferdinand VII, to the throne there. 



The Conservative Order Shaken in France, 1830 
 Charles X succeeded to the French throne in 1824 and tried to roll 

back as much of the revolution as possible; his goals were to: 

– Lessen the influence of the middle class 

– Limit the right to vote 

– Put the clergy back in charge of education 

– Public money used to pay nobles for the                  
loss of their lands during  the French Rev. 

 His program: 

– Attack the 1814 Charter 

– Control the press 

– Dismiss the Chamber of Deputies when it             
turned against him 

– Appointed an ultra-reactionary as his first minister 



King Charles X of France  

 When elections in 1830 resulted in a stunning victory 
for the liberals, Charles issued the Four Ordinances 
(July 1830), which amounted to a royal coup d’etat. 

– He dissolved the entire parliament. 

– Imposed strict censorship of the press. 

– Changed the voting laws so that the government in the 
future could be assured of a conservative victory. 

– Called for elections in September. 

 Rioting broke out in Paris and Charles abdicated.  



To the Barracades – Revolution, Again! 

 Workers, students and some of the middle class call 
for a Republic! 

 Louis Philippe was proclaimed the new monarch and 
politically his rule was more liberal than the 
restoration government. 

 But socially, the revolution of 1830 proved quite 
conservative and little sympathy was displayed for 
the lower classes; violent uprisings continued to 
occur. 



Louis Philippe, The “Citizen King” 
 The Duke of Orleans 

 Relative of the Bourbons, but had         stayed clear 
of the Ultras. 

 Lead a thoroughly bourgeois life. 

 His program: 

– Property qualifications reduced enough      
to double eligible voters. 

– Press censorship abolished 

– The King ruled by the will of the people,              
NOT by the will of God. 

– The French Revolution tricolor replaced     
the Bourbon flag. 

 The gov’t. was now under the control of the wealthy middle class. 



Louis Philippe, The “Citizen King” 

 His government ignored the needs 
and demands of the workers in the 
cities. 

– They were seen as another nuisance 
and source of possible disorder. 

 July 1832 – an uprising in Paris was 
put down by force and 800 were 
killed or wounded. 

 1834 – silk workers strike in Lyon was 
crushed. 

– Seething underclass 

– Was seen as a violation of the status 
quo set down at the Congress of 
Vienna 

A caricature of Louis Philippe 



Belgian Revolution, 1830 
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The Conservative Order Shaken in Belgium 

 The July Days in Paris led to an independence 
movement in Belgium.  

 The former Austrian Netherlands had been merged with 
Holland in 1815, but the upper classes in Belgium had 
never reconciled themselves to rule by a country with a 
different language, religion , and economic life. 

– North → Dutch, Protestant, seafarers and traders 

– South → French, Catholic, farmers and individual workers 

 There had been very little popular agitation for Belgian 
nationalism before → seldom had nationalism arisen so 
suddenly.  



Belgian Independence, 1830 

 After defeating Dutch troops, Belgium revolutionaries 
wrote a constitution that was promulgated in 1831. 

 Thanks to the efforts of Britain’s Lord Palmerston, the 
other European               powers 
recognized         
Belgium as an           
independent and           
neutral state. 



The Conservative Order Shaken in Belgium 

 The July Days in Paris led to an independence movement in 
Belgium.  

 The former Austrian Netherlands had been merged with 
Holland in 1815, but the upper classes in Belgium had never 
reconciled themselves to rule by a country with a different 
language, religion , and economic life. 

 After defeating Dutch troops, Belgium revolutionaries wrote a 
constitution that was promulgated in 1831. 

 Thanks to the efforts of Britain’s Lord Palmerston, the other 
European powers recognized Belgium as an independent and 
neutral state. 



A Stirring of Polish Nationalism, 1830 



A Stirring of Polish Nationalism, 1830 

 The bloodiest struggle of the 1830 revolutions. 

 The Poles in and around Warsaw gain a special status by the 
Congress of Vienna with the Russian Empire. 

– Their own constitution 

– Local autonomy granted in 1818 

 After Tsar Alexander I dies, the Poles became restless under 
the tyrannical rule of Tsar Nicholas I. 

 Polish intellectuals were deeply influenced by Romanticism. 

 Rumors reached Poland that Nicholas I was planning to use 
Polish troops to put down the revolutions in France and 
Belgium. 

 Several Polish secret societies rebelled. 



A Stirring of Polish Nationalism, 1830 

 Had the Poles been united, this revolt     might have 
been successful. 

– But, the revolutionaries were split into     moderates 
and radicals. 

 The Poles had hoped that France and     England 
would come to their aid, but they didn’t. 

 Even so, it took the Russian army a        year to 
suppress this rebellion. 

 The irony – by drawing the Russian army to Warsaw for 
almost a year, the Poles may well have kept Nicholas I 
from answering Holland’s call for help in suppressing the 
Belgian Revolt. 



Europe in 1830 



Conservatism in Great Britain 
 In Britain, the forces of conservatism and reform made 

accommodations with each other. 

 Several factors made this possible: a large commercial 
and industrial class, a tradition of liberal Whig 
aristocrats, and a strong respect for civil liberties.  

 The Roman Catholic Relief Act 1829, or the 
Emancipation Act, was passed by the Parliament of the 
United Kingdom on 24 March 1829, and received Royal 
Assent on 13 April.  

 The Act permitted members of the Catholic Church to 
sit in the parliament at Westminster. 



The British Great Reform Bill (1832) 
 This bill called for: 

– abolishing "rotten" boroughs and replacing them with 
representatives for the previously unrepresented manufacturing 
districts and cities 

– doubling the number of voters through a series of new franchises  

 The Great Reform Bill, however, was not a democratic measure 
(the basis of voting remained a property qualification) 

 Nor did it contribute to the triumph of the middle class (for every 
new urban district, a new rural district was also drawn 

 And it was expected that the aristocracy would dominate the 
rural elections) 

 But it did make revolution unnecessary by admitting the people 
who sought change to political forum 



The Results of the 1820 – 1830s Revolutions? 
1. The Concert of Europe provided for a recovery of Europe after 

the long years of Revolution and Napoleonic Wars. 

2. The conservatives did NOT reverse ALL of the reforms put in 
place by the French Revolution. 

3. Liberalism would challenge the conservative plan for European 
peace and law and order. 

4. These revolutions were successful only in Western Europe: 

– Their success was in their popular support. 

– Middle class lead, aided by the urban lower classes. 

5. The successful revolutions had benefited the middle class → the 
workers, who had done so much of the rioting and fighting, were 
left with empty hands! 

6. Therefore, these revolutions left much unfinished and a 
seething, unsatisfied working class. 



Events Associated with Liberal Reform and 
Revolution 


