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Causes for the Reformation:
Problems in the Medieval Church

 “Babylonian Captivity” or Avignon Papacy (1305 – 1378)

– From 1305 to 1378 seven Popes resided in Avignon, France.

– Philip IV, known as Philip the Fair, (r. 1285 – 1314) decided to tax the
clergy

– Pope Boniface VIII excommunicated Philip, asserting in his “Unam
Sanctum” that the papacy held power over both spiritual and
temporal worlds and that only God could judge the pope.

– Philip accused Boniface of corruption, sorcery, and sodomy and
arrested him. Boniface died 3 weeks after his release from stress
and fever.

– Later, Pope Clement V, a Frenchman, was elected pope in 1305 and
declined to move to Rome, moving the papal enclave to Avignon,
where it remained for 68 years.



Causes for the Reformation:
Problems in the Medieval Church

 Western Schism (1378 – 1417) was a dispute between the legal
elections on Pope Urban VI in Rome and Pope Clement VII in
Avignon, which continued even after their deaths.

– The kings of Europe chose to support whichever pope best served
their interests.

– The Council of Pisa (1409) convened to decide who would be the
one pope, but was unsuccessful.

– The Council of Constance (1414 – 1418) deposed Avignon Pope
Benedict XIII and decreed the maintenance of the council as the
primary church body.

– The Council of Basel (1431 – 1449) attempted to solidify conciliarism



Causes for the Reformation:
Renaissance Popes

 Popes competed with Italian princes for political power.

 Popes fought long wars to protect the Papal States against
invaders.

 Some clergy promoted the sale of indulgences.

 Popes led lavish lifestyles and spent a great deal of money on
the arts.

 The Church increased fees for services such as weddings and
baptisms to finance worldly projects.



Causes for the Reformation:
Reform Movements

 Conciliar Movement was a reform movement in the 14th, 15th,
and 16th century Catholic Church that held that final authority in
spiritual matters resided with the Church as a corporation of
Christians, embodied by a general church council, not with the
pope.

 The Fifth Lateran Council (1512–1517), Pope Julius II reasserted
the supremacy of papal authority over that of the councils.

Papal Palace at
Avignon



Causes for the Reformation:
Reform Movements

 Lay criticism of the church increased and became organized.

– Modern Devotion attempted to rediscover genuine pious practices
and covert or re-convert lukewarm clergy – ended with Reformation,
but continue to influence Jesuit spiritual meditation practices.

– Brothers of the Common Life was a Roman Catholic pietist religious
community founded in the 14th century by Gerard Groote – other
than the fact that they did not take irrevocable vows, it looked like
any other monastery.

 Late medieval Germany lacked the political unity to enforce
national religious reforms.

 An unorganized opposition to Rome had formed, which by 1517,
was strong enough to provide a solid foundation for Martin
Luther’s reforms.



Martin Luther and the German
Reformation to 1525
 In 1517, priest Johann Tetzel offered

indulgences in exchange for donations made
for the rebuilding of the Cathedral of St. Peter
in Rome.

 Martin Luther
drew up his
Ninety-five
Theses in
protest.

Martin Luther in
1529 by Lucas
Cranach



Luther’s Teachings
 Salvation was achieved by faith alone.

Luther rejected Church doctrine that good deeds were necessary for salvation.

 The Bible is the sole source of religious truth.
Luther denied other authorities, such as Church councils or the pope.

 Advocated a “priesthood of the saints” and allowed clergy to
marry.
Luther rejected the idea that priests and Church officials had special powers.

 Translated the Bible into the vernacular so everyone had access to
it and advocated schools for girls.

 Banned indulgences, confession, pilgrimages, and prayers to
saints.

 Became the start of the Lutheran Church.
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Election of Charles V
 The ninety-five theses were embraced by the Nuremberg

humanists, who translated and distributed them.

 Luther became the central figure in an organized national German
cultural movement against foreign influence and competition.

 Luther is summoned before the general of the Dominican order in
Augsburg to answer for his criticism of the Church.

 Emperor Maximilian I died January 12, 1519 diverting attention
from Luther.

 Charles I of Spain became the new emperor, Charles V, in
exchange for reviving the German-based Imperial Supreme Court
and Council of Regency and promising to consult diet on major
domestic and foreign issues, preventing unilateral action against
the Germans.



The Empire of Charles V



Luther’s Excommunication and the Diet of Worms
 Luther was ordered to recant his views, which he would not do and

was excommunicated.

 The Edict of Worms was a decree issued on 25 May 1521 by Emperor
Charles V, forbidding anyone to “receive, defend, sustain, or favor
“Luther.

"Luther at the Diet of Worms”



Luther’s Excommunication and
the Diet of Worms

 Luther escaped arrest and remained in seclusion at Wartburg
castle for several years where he continued to write and
translate the Bible into German, using Erasmus’ Greek
translation.

 While the Edict was harsh, Charles was so preoccupied with
his war with France and the Ottoman advance into Eastern
Europe that it was never enforced.

 Eventually Luther was allowed to return to public life and
became instrumental in laying the groundwork for the
Protestant Reformation.



Spread of Lutheran Ideas
Luther’s ideas spread quickly in northern Germany and
Scandinavia.

 Many clergy saw Luther’s reforms as the answer to Church
corruption.

 German princes hoped to throw off the rule of both the Church and
the Holy Roman emperor.

 Germans supported Luther because of feelings of national loyalty.

 In 1524, the Peasants’ Revolt in Germany was an attempt to end
serfdom, but violence caused Luther to denounce the rebellion and it
was put down.

 The Peace of Augsburg in 1555, restored peace by allowing princes to
choose their religion.



Zwingli and the Swiss Reformation
 Switzerland was a loose confederacy of thirteen autonomous
cantons, or states, and their allied areas.

 Some cantons became Protestant, some remained Catholic, a
few managed a compromise.

 Two preconditions made Switzerland ripe for reformation:

– National sentiment was causing opposition to foreign mercenary
service (a major source of income)

– Desire for church reform persisted since the
councils of Constance and Basel

 In 1519, Ulrich Zwingli succeeded in
competing for the post of the priest in the
main church of Zurich, from which position
he started the reformation.



The Swiss Confederacy



Zwingli’s Teachings
 He petitioned for an end to clerical celibacy and for the right for

clergy to legally marry, a practice accepted in all Protestant lands.

 Then in March 1522,  he broke the Lenten fast as an act of
protest. Whatever lacked literal support in Scripture was to be
neither believed nor practiced.

 Zwingli  differed from Luther in his symbolic interpretation of
Christ in the Eucharist (Communion or Lord’s Supper). Luther
insisted on the bodily presence (essence) of Christ in the wine
and bread.

 The Swiss Civil War between Catholics and Protestants resulted in
a Protestant victory forcing Catholics to break their foreign
alliances, though the subsequent treaty allowed each canton to
determine their own religion.



Anabaptists and Radical Protestants

As the Reformation continued, hundreds of new Protestant sects
sprang up.  These sects often had ideas that were even more
radical than those of Luther and Calvin.

One radical group, the Anabaptists, rejected infant baptism,
arguing they are too young to accept the Christian faith.

 Some Anabaptists wanted to abolish private property.
 Others wanted use violence to speed up judgment day.
 Most called for religious tolerance and separation of Church

and state.

Today, Baptists, Quakers, Mennonites, and Amish trace ancestry
to the Anabaptists.



John Calvin & the Genevan Reformation

 Calvin followed most of the teachings of
Martin Luther, such as the idea that salvation
was by faith and the Bible was the only
source of truth.

 He also preached predestination, the idea
that God had long ago determined who
would gain salvation.

 In 1541, Calvin set up a theocracy in Geneva.
A theocracy is a government run by Church
leaders.

 Calvinist stressed hard work, discipline,
thrift, honesty, morality.

John Calvin - Engraving
from the original oil
painting in the University
Library of Geneva

The most important Protestant reformer to follow Martin Luther was
John Calvin.



Spread of Calvinism
 In several of these countries, Calvinists faced opposition and persecution

from other religious groups.

 Reformers from all over Europe visited Geneva and returned home to spread
Calvinist ideas.

 By the late 1500s, Calvinism had taken root in Germany, France, the
Netherlands, England, and Scotland.

 In several of these countries, Calvinists faced opposition and persecution
from other religious groups.

 In Germany, Calvinist battled Catholics & Lutherans.

 In France, Calvinists, called Huguenots, battled Catholics for 30 years for
control of the government.

 In the Netherlands Calvinists formed the Dutch Reform Church.

 In Scotland, John Knox led a religious rebellion and overthrew Catholic
Queen. Then they formed the Scottish Presbyterian Church.
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The English Reformation
 English King Henry VIII, first opposed to

Protestants, and was awarded the title
“Defender of the Faith.”

 In 1528, he sought to annul his marriage of
18 years to Catherine of Aragon, since
Catholic law forbid divorce.

 He wanted to marry Anne Boleyn in hopes
of having a son.

 The pope refused Henry’s request, being
under the control of Charles V, nephew of
Catherine.

 Cardinal Thomas Wolsey was dismissed
after his failure to secure the royal
annulment from the Pope.

King Henry VIII
of England ↑

Catherine of
Aragon→



The English Reformation
 In 1529, Parliament convened for a seven-year session that earned

the title “Reformation Parliament.”

 It passed legislation that harassed and eventually placed royal
reigns on the clergy.

 It established a precedent that whenever fundamental changes are
made in religion, the monarch must consult with and work with
Parliament.

 In January 1531, the Convocation (a legistative assembly
representing the English clergy) publicly recognized Henry as the
head of the Church in England “as far as the law of Christ allows.”

 In 1534, the Act of Supremacy declared Henry, “the only supreme
head in earth of the Church of England.”

 Thomas More and John Fisher, bishop of Rochester were executed
when they failed to recognize the Act of Supremacy.



The Wives of Henry VIII
 In 1536, Anne Boleyn was executed for alleged

treason and adultery and Elizabeth like Mary
before her was declared illegitimate.

 Henry married four more times, but only had
one son. His third wife, Jane Seymour died in
1537 shortly after giving birth to Edward.

 Henry married Anne of Cleves sight unseen on
the advice of Thomas Cromwell to create an
alliance with the German Protestant princes –
marriage was unsuccessful and was annulled
and Cromwell was executed.

 Catherine Howard was beheaded for adultery
in 1542.

 Catherine Pass, a patron of the humanists and
reformers, survived Henry VIII to remarry.



The English Reformation is Reformed
 Edward became king at age 10 when Henry

VIII died, but died in his teens.

 Protestant King Edward VI brought
Protestant reforms to England.

 Mary Tutor, Catherine’s daughter,
succeeded him and reinstated the
Catholic Church in England.

 Queen Mary had hundreds of English
Protestants burned at the stake.

 When she died, Elizabeth I, became Queen
and forged a compromise between Protestants
and Catholics.

 She then reformed the Church of England.

Edward VI

Mary I
Elizabeth I



The Catholic Reformation
In response to the Protestant Reformation, Pope Paul III led a
vigorous reform movement within the Catholic Church.

Pope Paul III set out to revive the moral authority of the Church
and roll back the Protestant tide.  To accomplish these goals, he:

 Called the Council of Trent to establish the direction that
reform should take;

 Strengthened the Inquisition;
 Recognized a new religious order, the Jesuits, founded by

Ignatius of Loyola, to combat heresy and spread the Catholic
faith.

Teresa of Avila set up a new order of nuns, which lived in
isolation and dedicated themselves to prayer and meditation.



Major European Religions about 1560





Social Significance of the Reformation

 The Reformation implemented the educational ideas of
Humanism which emphasized the study of primary sources in the
original languages.

 This was an effective tool for the defense of Protestant doctrine
than was Scholastic dialect.

 The Protestant reformers approved clerical marriages and
challenged the medieval tendency to degrade women as
temptresses.

 Women were praised in their biblical vocation as mother and
housewife.

 Reformers encouraged the education of girls and in so doing, gave
women a role in the Reformation as independent authors.


