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What was the Renaissance? 

 Time of “rebirth” after period of disorder and disunity of 
Medieval Ages.  

 The Renaissance was a time of creativity and change in many 
areas–political, social, economic, and cultural.  Perhaps most 
important, however, were the changes that took place in the way 
people viewed themselves and their world. 

 Renaissance thinkers explored the human experience in the here 
and now.  They emphasized individual achievement. 

 The Renaissance ideal was the person with talent in many fields.   

 A spirit of adventure  and curiosity led people to explore new 
worlds. 
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Why did the Renaissance Begin in Italy? 

The Renaissance was marked by a new interest in the culture of 
ancient Rome.  Italy had been the center of the Roman empire.  

The cities of Italy had survived the Middle Ages and grown into 
prosperous centers of trade and manufacturing.  

A wealthy merchant class in the Italian city-states stressed 
education and individual achievement and spent lavishly on the 
arts.  

Florence produced an amazing number of gifted poets, artists, 
architects, scholars, and scientists. 



The Italian City-State 
 Italy became a gateway between 

West and East. 

 Venice, Genoa, and Pisa 
maintained trade with the East 
throughout the Middle Ages, 
becoming thriving urban societies. 

 When the rest of Europe joined the 
trading network, Italian merchants 
quickly mastered the business skills 
necessary to meet the new 
challenges: organization, 
bookkeeping, scouting new 
markets, and securing monopolies. 

 By the fifteenth century, the great 
Italian cities were the bankers for 
much of Europe. 
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The Guelph – Ghibelline Conflict 
 Near constant warfare in Germany and Italy between the Guelphs and 

Ghibellines enabled the growth of cities and powerful merchant 
families. 

 The Guelphs and the Ghibellines were rival parties in medieval 
Germany and Italy which supported the papal party and the Holy 
Roman emperors respectively.  

 In Italy the divisions became rivalries between cities and local families. 

 In the 12th century, the German house of Welf (Guelph) supported 
Pope Lothair II’s desire for election of the Holy Roman Emperors. The 
followers of the dukes of Saxony and Bavaria and the lords of 
Hohenstaufen, whose castle at Waiblingen (Ghibelline) opposed 
election.  

 The Guelph-Ghibelline conflict became a civil war, which was settled in 
1152 with the election of Frederick I (Barbarossa), the son of a 
Hohenstaufen father and a Welf mother. 

 

 



The Guelph – Ghibelline Conflict (cont.) 

 In Italy, the terms Guelfi and Ghibellini were introduced about 1242 in 
Florence and grafted onto pre-existing papal and imperial factions. 

 The Guelphs became associated with the papacy because of the 
mutual enemy, the Hohenstaufen family. The were represented by the 
more democratic ‘middle classes’ and ‘merchant classes’ who desired 
a constitutional monarchy. 

 The Lonbard League, an association of northern Italian towns and 
cities established in 1164 to maintain their independence against the 
Holy Roman emperors’ claims of sovereignty. 

 Ghibellines were supported by aristocrats, supported the emperor and 
were contemptuous of the church. 

 In Florence, the Ghibellines, with the help of Frederick II (grandson of 
Frederick Barbarossa) banished the Guelphs from the city in 1249. 



The Guelph – Ghibelline Conflict (cont.) 

 After Frederick II died in 1250, the Guelphs came to power for 10 
years, during which Florence flourished economically and politically.  

 Then with the battle of Montaperti, the Ghibelllines resumed power, 
restored the old institutions, and decreed the destruction of the 
palaces and towers and houses of the Guelph party. 

 Such infighting, prevented the formation of powerful kings and 
strengthened the merchant oligarchies of the cities. 

 Social class feuds developed between the old rich (nobles and 
merchants) and new rich (capitalists and bankers), supported by the 
middle classes (guild masters, shop owners, and professionals).  

 In 1378, an uprising of the “little people” (lower economic classes) 
created a four-year political instability not resolved until Cosimo de’ 
Medici came to power. 
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The Renaissance in Italy 

 Cosimo dé Medici gained 
control of the Florentine 
government in 1434, 
controlling it from behind 
the scenes, manipulating the 
constitution, and influencing 
elections. 

 Cosimo’s grandson, Lorenzo 
“the Magnificent” was a 
clever politician, ruling 
cautiously in a totalitarian 
fashion. He was a generous 
patron of the arts. 

 

 

Cosimo I de' Medici in 

Armour by Agnolo 

Bronzino. 

Giovanni di' 

Medici, founder of 

the Medici bank. 

 The Medici family were bankers and merchants and 
became one of the wealthiest and most powerful 
families in Florence. 
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Development of Diplomacy 

 In Milan, despots, podestá, were local strong men hired to 
maintain law and order, holding executive, military, and 
judicial authority. 

 Despots hired mercenary armies, hired through condotterieri  
(military brokers). 

 Despots were often subject to dismissal by the oligarchies 
that hired them and became subject to assassination 
attempts. The pay-off, though, was great. 

 The political turbulence and warfare eventually gave way to 
diplomacy. 

 Venice, in comparison, remained relatively tranquil. 



Political Theory during the Renaissance 

 Niccolò Machiavelli wrote a 
political treatise called The 
Prince, which was published in 
1513. 

 In it he used realism to discuss 
how rulers should seize and 
maintain power using Greek and 
Roman examples. 

 In an age of ruthless politics, he 
stressed that the ends justified 
the means, urging rulers to use 
whatever methods were 
necessary to achieve their goals. 

 Getting results were more 
important than keeping 
promises. 

Detail of 1500 portrait of Niccolò  → 

Machiavelli by Santi di Tito 



The Spirit of Humanism - Illustration 1 
“Neither exhortations to virtue nor the argument 

of approaching death should divert us from 

literature; for in a good mind it excites the love of 

virtue, and dissipates, or at least diminishes, the 

fear of death. To desert our studies shows want 

of self-confidence rather than wisdom, for letters 

do not hinder but aid the properly constituted 

mind which possesses them; they facilitate our 

life, they do not retard it… Cato, I never forget, 

acquainted himself with Latin literature as he was 

growing old, and Greek when he had really 

become an old man. Varro, who reached his 

hundredth year still reading and writing, parted 

from life sooner than from his love of study. 

Livius Drusus, although weakened by age and 

afflicted with blindness, did not give up his 

interpretation of the civil law, which he carried on 

to the great advantage of the state…”  

Petrarch, A Letter to Boccaccio Stock Montage, Inc. 



Humanism 
At the heart of the Italian Renaissance was an intellectual 
movement known as humanism.  

Humanism was based on the study of classical culture and 
focused on worldly subjects rather than on religious issues.  

Humanists studied the humanities , studia humanitatis, (grammar, 
rhetoric, poetry, history, politics, and moral philosophy), the 
subjects taught in ancient Greece and Rome. They believed that 
education should stimulate creativity and develop the individual. 
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Italian Renaissance Writers 

 Baldassare Castglione wrote The Book of 
the Courtier describing the manners, 
skills, learning, & virtues a courtier 
should have.  

 The ideal courtier was a well-educated, 
well-mannered aristocrat, who mastered 
many fields from poetry to music to 
sports, while avoiding extremes. 

 Men should be athletics, good at games, 
play a musical instrument, know 
literature and history. 

 Women are a balance to men and should 
be graceful and kind, lively, but reserved, 
and beautiful, “for outer beauty is the 
true sign of inner goodness.” 



Petrarch, Dante, and Boccaccio 
 Francesco Petrarch (1304 – 1374), “the father of humanism,” 

assembled a library of Greek and Roman manuscripts.  

– He celebrated ancient Rome in his Letters to the Ancient Dead, in 
which he writes personal letters to Cicero, Livy, Vergil, and Horace.  

– Years later, Shakespeare would study his works and copy his 
sonnets. 

 Dante Alighieri (1265 – 1321), wrote Vita Nuova and Divine 
Comedy together with Petrarch’s sonnets, formed the basis of 
Italian vernacular. 

 Giovanni Boccaccio (1313 – 1375) was the student and friend of 
Petrarch.  

– His Decameron is a stinging social commentary and a systematic 
look at human behavior.   

– He assembled an encyclopedia of Greek and Roman mythology. 

 



The Florentine “Academy” and the Revival 
of Platonism 

 In 1397 Florence invited Manuel Chrysoloras to come from 
Constantinople to promote Greek learning. 

 In 1439, the ecumenical Council of Ferrara-Florence convened to 
negotiate the reunion of the Eastern and Western churches, resulting 
in many Greek scholars and manuscripts coming to the west. 

 In 1453, the Ottoman Turks conquered Constantinople, causing many 
Greek scholars to flee to Florence for refuge. 

 Then with the patronage of Cosimo de’ Medici and under the 
supervision of Marsilio Ficino and Pico della Mirandola the Florantine 
Platonic Academy was founded. 

 Platonism was appealing because it distinquished between a 
perishable world in which humans lived and an eternal realm, to 
which human reason belonged. 



Critical Work of the Humanist Lorenzo Valla 
and Civic Humanism 

 Humanists were guided by the scholarly ideals of 
philosophical accuracy and historical truth. 

 Lorenzo Valla (1406 – 1457) a devout Catholic, became a critic 
of various church traditions.  He: 

– pointed out errors in the authorized Catholic Latin Vulgate version of 
the Bible 

– defended predestination over free-will 

– disproved the authenticity of the Donation of Constantine, which 
purportedly granted vast tracks of land to the Pope by Emperor 
Constantine in the 4th century.  

 A basic humanist criticism of Scholastic education was that 
much of its content was useless. 
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“The question arises whether it is better [for 

a prince] to be loved more than feared or 

feared more than loved. The reply is that 

one ought to be both…but as it is difficult for 

the two to go together, it is much safer to be 

feared than loved. …For it may be said of 

men in general that they are ungrateful, 

voluble, dissemblers, anxious to avoid 

danger, and covetous of gain; as long as you 

benefit them, they are entirely yours…but 

when necessity approaches, they revolt. 

…Love is held by a chain of obligation 

which…is broken whenever it serves [men’s] 

purpose; but fear is maintained by a dread of 

punishment which never fails.”  

           Niccolo Machiavelli, The Prince 



Renaissance Artists and Writers Explored 
New Themes and Techniques 

 Writers wrote self-help books to help ambitious men and 
women rise in the Renaissance world. 

 Painters developed realistic style, learned rules of 
perspective, used shading to make objects look round and 
real, studied human anatomy, and used live models. 

 Portraits of well-known people to reflect individual 
achievement. 

 Architects rejected Gothic style and adopted columns, domes, 
and arches that had been favored by the Greeks and Romans. 
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Architecture 
 Rejected Gothic style as disorderly.  

 Returned to Classical style with columns, arches, and domes. 

 Filippo Brunelleschi created a majestic dome for the cathedral in 
Florence, modeled  after the Pantheon in Rome. 

Florence 

Cathedral 



Three Geniuses of Renaissance Art  

LEONARDO MICHELANGELO RAPHAEL 

Made sketches of nature 

and of models 
 

Dissected corpses to learn 

how the human body 

worked 
 

Masterpieces include Mona 

Lisa and The Last Supper 
 

Studied botany, anatomy, 

optics, music, architecture, 

and engineering 
 

Made sketches for flying 

machines and undersea 

boats 

Talented sculptor, engineer, 

painter, architect, and poet 
 

Sculpted the Pieta and 

statue of David 
 

Painted huge mural to 

decorate the ceiling of the 

Sistine Chapel in Rome 
 

Designed the dome for St. 

Peter’s Cathedral in Rome 

Studied the works of 

Michelangelo and 

Leonardo 
 

Paintings blended 

Christian and classical 

styles 
 

Best known for paintings 

of the Madonna, the 

biblical mother of Jesus 



Three Geniuses of Renaissance Art 

 Leonardo da Vinci was an 
accomplished painter and 
inventor.  

Da Vinci self-portrait 

Mona Lisa 



The Last Supper, Leonardo da Vinci 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/77/DaVinci_LastSupper_high_res_2_nowatmrk.jpg


Three Geniuses of Renaissance Art 

 Leonardo da Vinci was an 
accomplished painter and 
inventor.  

 Michelangelo was a many-
sided genius – sculptor, 
engineer, painter, architect, 
and poet.  

 

 

Self portrait by Michelangelo 

David 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/63/Michelangelos_David.jpg


 Leonardo da Vinci was an 
accomplished painter and 

inventor.  

  Michelangelo was a many-
sided genius – sculptor, 
engineer, painter, architect, 
and poet.  

 Raphael painted works that 
blended Christian and classical 
styles. 

Three Geniuses of Renaissance Art 

Giuliano de Medici by Raphael 

Raphael’s 

Madonna 

and Child 

The School of Athens 
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Major Political Events of the Italian Renaissance 

1378–1382  The Ciompi Revolt in Florence 

 1434  Medici rule in Florence established by Cosimo de’ Medici 

1454–1455  Treaty of Lodi allies Milan, Naples, and Florence (in effect until 
1494) 

 1494  Charles VIII of France invades Italy 

1494–1498  Savonarola controls Florence 

 1495  League of Venice unites Venice, Milan, the Papal States, the Holy 
Roman Empire, and Spain against France 

 1499  Louis XII invades Milan (the second French invasion of Italy) 

 1500  The Borgias conquer Romagna 

1512–1513  The Holy League (Pope Julius II, Ferdinand of Aragon, Emperor 
Maximilian, and Venice) defeats the French 

 1513  Machiavelli writes The Prince 

 1515  Francis I leads the third French invasion of Italy 

 1516  Concordat of Bologna between France and the papacy 

 1527  Sack of Rome by imperial soldiers 
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Italy’s Political Decline: The French 
Invasions (1494 – 1527) 

 Though autonomous city-states, 
alliances were made to protect 
from foreign invaders, especially 
the Ottoman Turks. 

 In the Treaty of Lodi (1454 – 
1455) Milan and Naples (long 
enemies) allied with Florence 
against Venice and the Papal 
States. 

 c. 1490, when despot Ludovico il 
Moro came to power, hostilities 
resumed between Milan and  
Naples 
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The French Invasions (1494 – 1527) 

 Naples, supported by Florence and Borgia Pope Alexander VI 
(r. 1492 – 1503), resumed hostilities with Milan. 

 Ludovico appealed to the French for help, since the French 
had ruled Naples from 1266 – 1442. 

 Charles VIII responded quickly and soon marched through 
Florence, the Papal States, into Naples. 

 Piero de’ Medici tried to appease Charles VIII with Pisa and 
was exiled by the citizenry; Dominican preacher Girolamo 
Savonarola convinced the Florentines to surrender without 
resistance. They did have to pay a large ransom, but the city 
was not destroyed. 

 Ludovico now joined the League of Venice  and forced France 
to retreat. 



Pope Alexander VI and the Borgia Family 

 Alexander VI solicited favor from France  to regain 
Romagna by annulling  Louis XII’s marriage to 
Charles VIII’s sister so he could marry Charles’s 
widow, Anne of Brittany – a political move to 
keep Brittany French. 

 Alexander VI withdrew from the League of 
Venice, weakening it, so that his son (prior to 
becoming Pope), Cesare  Borgia, could marry the 
sister of the king of Navarre, to enhance the 
family military strength. 

 Louis XII invaded Italy in August 1499. 

 Ludovico il Moro was captured and died in a French prison. 

 In 1500, Louis and Ferdinand of Aragon divided Naples between them, 
and the Pope and Cesare Borgia invaded Romagna unopposed. 



Pope Julius II 

 Cardinal Giuliano della Rovere, a strong 
opponent of the Borgia family, succeeded 
Alexander VI as Pope Julius II (r. 1503 – 
1513). 

 Pope Julius II placed Romagna under papal 
jurisdiction. 

 Gained the title “warrior pope” 

 Humanist Erasmus wrote a popular 
anonymous satire Julius Excluded from 
Heaven of the secular papacy. 

 Pope Julius drove the Venetians out of 
Romagna and secured the Papal States. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/af/Pope_Julius_II.jpg


Pope Julius II, (cont.) 

 Julius, Ferdinand of Aragon, and Venice for a second Holy League in 
October 1511.   

 They were joined by Maximilian I and the Swiss. In 1512 they had the 
French in full retreat.  

 The Swiss defeated them in 1513 at Novara. 

 The French invaded a third time under Francis I, massacring the Swiss at 
Novara and winning the Concordat of Bologna in August 1516. 

 The concordat gave the French control over the French clergy in 
exchange for French recognition of the pope’s superiority over church 
councils and the right to collect annates in France. 

Annates (Latin annatae) were the whole of the first year's profits of a Roman 

Catholic benefice which were generally given to the papal treasury. They were 

also known as the "First Fruits"' (Latin primitiae), a concept which dates back to 

earlier Greek, Roman, and Hebrew religions. 
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Revival of Monarchy in Northern Europe 

 After 1450, divided feudal monarchies gave way to unified, truly 
sovereign monarchies. 

 The nobility and towns then worked to thwart the growing royal 
party through evolving representative assemblies: 

– English Parliament 

– French Estates General 

– Spanish Cortés Generales 

 After the Hundred Years’ War and Great Schism in the church 
the power of the nobility and the clergy was in decline. 

 In sovereign state, the powers of taxation, war making, and law 
enforcement no longer belong to  semiautonomous vassals, but 
are concentrated in the monarch and exercised by his or her 
chosen agents. 
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Monarchs Solidify Power 
 Monarchs gain control of representative assemblies: 

– Ferdinand & Isabella rarely call Cortes into session ; Cortes functions only to 
“rubber-stamp” royal decisions. 

– French Estates General meets irregularly, mostly in time of crisis; never 
essential to royal governance. 

– Henry VII managed to gain control of customs revenues from Parliament for 
life 

 They demonstrated power over the law in appointing national civil 
servants: 

– In Castile they are called corregidores 

– In England, they were justices of the peace 

– In France, they were called bailiffs 

 They create national standing armies 

 They raise taxes on lower classes, as nobility see taxation as 
disrespectful of their position 



Expansion of 
France 

 Charles V drove the 
English out of France 
ending the Hundred Years’ 
War. 

 His son Louis XI and 
Hapsburg, Maximilian I, 
then defeated Charles the 
Bold and his duchy of 
Burgundy at the battle of 
Nancy in 1477. 

 France later pursued the 
conquest of Italy, in what 
ultimately proved to be 
bad foreign policy. 



Uniting of Spain 

 Both Castile & Aragon had been            
poorly ruled & divided kingdoms        
in the mid-fifteenth century. 

 The union of Isabella of Castile &       
Ferdinand of Aragon in 1469 changed that situation. 

 Both realms remained constitutionally and governmentally 
separate, while dynastically joined. 

 Between 1482 and 1492 they conquered the Moors in Granada in 
the Reconquista. 

 In 1504, Naples became a Spanish possession. 

 In 1512, Ferdinand conquered Navarre on his northern border. 

 They appointed the higher clergy in the church and officers of the 
Inquisition. 



Combined Kingdom of Isabella and Ferdinand 



Spain Expanding 

 Ferdinand and Isabella married their oldest    
daughter, Joanna, to Archduke Philip, son of             
Maximilian I. 

 They married their second daughter, Catherine     
of Aragon, to Arthur, son of Henry VII.  

 After Arthur’s premature death, she was married to Henry VIII. 

 The failure of this marriage became a key factor in the emergence 
of the Anglican Church and English Reformation. 

 They sponsored Genoese explorer, Christopher Columbus, in his 
voyage to find a shorter route to the spice markets of the Far East, 
during which he discovered the Caribbean Islands. 

 This patronage lead to the Spanish Empire in Mexico and Peru, 
whose silver and gold exports, made Spain the dominant power 
in Europe in the sixteenth century. 



 Upheaval in England 
 Succession irregularities after the forced 

deposition of King Richard II, led to the War of 
the Roses (1455 – 1485), a civil war between 
the House of York (white rose) and the House 
of Lancaster (red rose). 

 In 1461, Edward IV, son of the Duke of York, seized power from 
Lancastrian monarchy of Henry VI and ruled for more than 20 
years, interrupted in 1470-1471, by Henry VI’s short-lived 
restoration. 

 In 1483, Richard III, usurped the throne from his nephew, (he is 
accused of murdering him in the Tower of London), until Henry 
Tutor returned in 1485 to defeat Richard on Bosworth Field. 

 Henry Tutor ruled as Henry VII the first of the new Tutor dynasty. 
He married Elizabeth of York to solidify his claim to the throne. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/32/White_Rose_Badge_of_York.svg


Reforms of Henry VII 
 In 1487, Henry VII created 

the Court of Star Chamber 
to limit powerful nobles, 
who used intimidation and 
bribery to win favorable 
verdicts in court cases. 

 The Star Chamber the king’s 
councilors sat as judges. 

 These councilors were not 
vulnerable to nobles tactics, 
but were more amenable to 
royal will. 

 He also confiscated lands 
and fortunes from nobles 
and prevent reliance on 
Parliament. 

 

Painting by Henry Payne in 1908 of the apocryphal 

scene in the Temple Garden, from Shakespeare's 

play Henry VI, Part 1, where supporters of the rival 

factions pick either red or white roses. 
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Desiderius Erasmus 

“This then is the only road to happiness: first, 

know yourself; do not allow yourself to be led 

by the passions, but submit all things to the 

judgment of the reason… Nothing is harder 

than for a man to conquer himself, but there is 

no greater reward or blessing.”  
Handbook of the Militant 

Christian 

  

“We must look for peace by purging the very 

sources of war, false ambitions, and evil 

desires. As long as individuals serve their own 

personal interests, the common good will 

suffer. No one achieves what he desires if the 

methods employed be evil. The princes should 

use their wisdom for the promotion of what is 

good for the entire populace.”  

The Complaint of Peace 



The Holy Roman Empire 

 In Germany, territorial rulers and cities resisted any national 
consolidation. 

 By the late 15th century, Germany was divided into 300 
autonomous political entities. 

 Emperor Charles IV (r. 1346 – 1378) and the major German 
territorial rulers  reached an agreement, known as the Golden 
Bull, in 1356. 

 The agreement established a seven-member electoral college 
to elect each new emperor and serve as an administrative 
body. 

 The conditions of the emperors rule and the extent of his 
powers were renegotiated with each imperial election 
balancing the rights of the many against the power of the one. 



Reforms under Maximilian I 

 An imperial diet, known as the Reichstag, was created in the 15th 
century to quell the incessant feuding. 

 This national assembly was composed of the 7 electors, the non-
electoral princes, & representatives of the 65 imperial free cities. 

 In 1495, the members won from 
Maximilian I a ban on private warfare, 
the creation of a Supreme Court of 
Justice, and an imperial Council of 
Regency to coordinate internal and 
external policy. 

 Such disunity was to aid religious dissent 
and conflict leading to the Protestant 
Reformation in the 16th century. 



The Renaissance Moves North 
 The Renaissance began in northern Europe 100 years later than in Italy. It began 

in Flanders and later spread to Spain, France, Germany, and England. 

 Albrecht Dürer, traveled to Italy to study.  Through his art and essays, he helped 
spread the Renaissance to Germany the “German Leonardo,” applied Italian 
painting methods to engravings. 

Self-Portrait (1500) by 

Albrecht Dürer  

The Cannon, Dürer's largest etching, 1518 
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Artists of the Northern Renaissance 
 Flemish painters Jan & Huber van Eyck 

painted townspeople in rich, realistic detail 
and developed oil paint. 

 Pieter Bruegel used it in vibrant colors to 
portray peasant life, rather than religious 
themes. His work influenced later Flemish 
artists. 

  Bruegel's The Painter and The 

Connoisseur drawn c. 1565 is 

thought to be a self-portrait  

 

 The Peasant Wedding, 1567 



Artists of the Northern Renaissance (cont.) 

 Peter Paul Reubens blended the realistic traditions 
of Flemish painters with the classical themes and 
artistic freedom of the Italian Renaissance.  

 Equestrian Portrait of the Duke 

of Lerma, 1603, Museo del Prado, 

Madrid. Painted during Rubens's 

first trip to Spain in 1603. 

 The Raising of 

the Cross, 1610–

11. Central panel. 

Cathedral of Our 

Lady, Antwerp. 



Northern Humanists 
Like their Italian counterparts, 
northern humanists stressed 
education and classical learning.  At 
the same time, they believed that 
the revival of ancient learning 
should be used to bring about 
religious and moral reforms.  

Two humanists: 

 Desiderius Erasmus called for reform 
of the church and for the Bible to be 
translated from Latin into the 
vernacular, or language of ordinary 
people.  

 Thomas More pressed for social 
reform and wrote of a utopian 
society.  Woodcut by Ambrosius Holbein for a 

1518 edition of Thomas More's Utopia. 



Writers of the Northern Renaissance 

Shakespeare 

Don Quijote by Honoré 

Daumier (1868) 

RABELAIS SHAKESPEARE CERVANTES 

Spanish author 

who wrote Don 

Quixote, which 

mocks 

romantic 

notions about 

medieval 

chivalry 

English poet who 

was the towering 

figure of 

Renaissance 

literature 
 

Wrote 37 plays 

that are still 

performed around 

the world 
 

His love of words 

vastly enriched the 

English language. 

French 

humanist who 

was a monk, 

physician, 

Greek scholar, 

and author 
 

Offered opinions 

on religion, 

education, and 

other subjects in 

Gargantua and 

Pantagruel.  



A printing revolution took place when: 

 In 1450, Johannes Gutenberg invented the printing press, which made the mass 
publication and circulation of literature possible in Europe.  

 Derived from the presses farmers used to make olive oil, the first printing press 
used a heavy screw to force a printing block against the paper below. An 
operator worked a lever to increase and decrease the pressure of the block 
against the paper.  

 In 1454, he printed the first  complete edition of the Vulgate Bible. 

 Movable type was developed twenty years later. 

IMPACT: 
 Printed books were            

cheaper & easier to make. 

 With books more readily         
available, more people            
learned to read. 

 Readers gained access to            
expanded knowledge and                 new 
ideas. 
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Voyages of Discovery 
and the New Empires in 

the West and East, 
1487–1609    
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Why Did Europeans Cross the Seas? 

 As Europe’s population recovered from the Black 
Death, the demand for trade goods grew. 

 Europeans wanted spices. 

 European merchants wanted to gain direct access to 
the riches of Asia. 

 Some voyagers still wanted to crusade against the 
Muslims. 

 Others were inspired by the Renaissance spirit to 
learn about distant lands. 



The Search for Spices 

 Improvements in technology helped European explorers navigate 
the vast oceans of the world. 

 Cartographers, or mapmakers, created more accurate maps. 

 The astrolabe aided sailors in 
determining  their latitude at 
sea. This device was used to 
measure the angles of the sun 
and stars above the horizon. It 
was difficult to use accurately 
in rough seas. 

 The caravel combined the 
square sails of European 
vessels with the lateen 
(triangular) sails of their Arab 
counterparts. The new rigging 
made it easier to sail across 
and into the wind. 

Astrolabe 

Compass 

Caravel 



Portugal’s Voyages to the East 

 By the 1400s, Portugal had 
expanded into Muslim North 
Africa. 

 Henry the Navigator sent ships to 
explore the western coast of 
Africa. 

 In 1497, Vasco da Gama reached 
the spice port of Calicut in India.  

 In 1488, Bartholomeu Dias 
rounded the southern tip of Africa, 
later called the Cape of Good 
Hope.  

 In 1502, da Gama forced a treaty 
on Calicut. 

Vasco da Gama 



The New World 
 In 1507, a German cartographer, read reports by Italian Amerigo 

Vespucci and labeled the region America.  

 The islands Columbus explored were called the West Indies. 



Exploring the Americas 

 Europeans continued to seek new routes 
around or through the Americas. 

 Vasco Nuñez de Balboa discovered a 
passage through Panama to an ocean 
which he called the South Sea. 

 Ferdinand Magellan charted a passage 
around the southern tip of South America 
and gave the Pacific Ocean its name.  His 
crew became the first people to 
circumnavigate, or sail around, the world. 

 John Cabot discovered Newfoundland in 
his unsuccessful quest to find a northwest 
passage to Asia. 

 Jacques Cartier explored the St. Lawrence 
River.  
 

 Henry Hudson explored what would 
become known as the Hudson River. 

Jaques Cartier 



First Encounters 
 In 1492, Christopher Columbus landed in the islands of the Carribean now 

called the West Indies. He encountered the Taíno people, who were friendly 
and generous toward the Spanish 

 The Taíno people lived in villages and grew corn, yams, and cotton. 

 Spanish conquistadors, or conquerors, followed in the wake of Columbus.  
They settled on Caribbean islands, seized gold from the Taínos, and forced 
them to convert to Christianity. Conquistadors soon followed, looking for gold 
and carrying diseases, such as smallpox, measles, influenza, unknown to the 
natives. 

 Smallpox, measles and influenza carried by the Europeans severely reduced 
the Native American population in the Caribbean islands because they had 
no immunity, or resistance, to such diseases.  

 Later in the mid 1700s, King Charles III of Spain, learned that cowpox helped 
prevent smallpox, so he imported cows to Mexico to try and stop the spread 
of disease. 



Conquest in the Americas: Cortés in Mexico 

 Spanish conquistadors vanquished the Aztec 
and Incan civilizations and set up a vast 
empire in the Americas. 

 Hernan Cortés landed on the Mexican coast 
in 1519. 

 Cortés arranged alliances with discontented 
peoples who hated their Aztec overlords.  

 The Aztec emperor, Moctezuma, thought 
Cortés might be a god.  He offered tribute to 
Cortés and welcomed him to Tenochtitlán. 

 When relations grew strained, the Aztecs 
drove the Spanish out of Tenochtitlán.  

 In 1521, Cortés returned and captured and 
demolished Tenochtitlán. 



Conquest in the Americas: Pizarro in Peru 

 Francisco Pizarro arrived in 
Peru in 1532 shortly after 
Atahualpa won the throne in a 
bloody civil war with his 
brother. 

 Helped by Indian allies, Pizarro 
captured the new king, 
Atahualpa, and killed 
thousands of his followers. 

 The Spanish were paid a  
ransom, but killed the king 
anyway. 

 The Spanish then overran the 
Incan heartland. 



Land Claims in the Americas c. 1675 

 By 1675, Spain, France, Britain, and Portugal possessed sizable overseas empires. 

 Trade ships carried goods between Europe and the Americas and Africa. 



Why were the Spanish Victorious? 

 The Spanish had superior military technology, such as muskets, 
cannons, and armor.  They used horses, which frightened some 
Indians, who had never seen such animals.  

 The Spanish were able to take advantage of division and 
discontent among the Indians.  In fact, Indians provided the 
Spanish with much of their fighting power.  

 Disease brought by the Europeans weakened the Aztecs and 
Incas.  

 Many Indians believed that the disasters they suffered marked 
the end of the world. 



The Portuguese Colony in Brazil 
 The first official Portuguese 

landfall in South America occurred 
when Pedro Alvares Cabral landed 
in Brazil briefly in 1500 on his way 
to India. 

 Portugal claimed Brazil under the 
Treaty of Tordesillas in 1494. 

 They issued grants of land, called 
capitaincies, to Portuguese nobles, 
who agreed to develop the land 
and share profits with the king. 

 Landowners quickly turned to 
plantation agriculture and cattle 
raising. 

Portuguese map (1574) by Luís Teixeira, 

showing the location of the hereditary 

captaincies of Brazil. 



Portuguese map by Lopo Homem (c. 1519) showing the coast of Brazil 
and natives extracting brazilwood, as well as Portuguese ships. 



Struggle for North America 

 By the 1600s, 
Spain, France, 
England, and the 
Netherlands were 
competing for 
trade and colonies. 

 Though devastated 
by disease, the 
Native American 
way of life helped 
shape the 
emerging new 
culture of North 
America.  Land Claims in the Americas About 1750 



The 13 English Colonies 
 In 1607, the English build their first North American 

colony at Jamestown. 

 In 1620, the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth, 
Massachusetts.  

 During the 1600s and 1700s, the English established 
13 colonies in North America. 

 The pilgrims at Plymouth signed the Mayflower 
Compact, in which they set out guidelines for 
governing their colony.  

  A compact is an 
agreement among 
people. Today we see 
the Mayflower Compact 
as an important early 
step toward self-
government. 



Building New France 
 Throughout the 1500s, French 

fishing ships harvested fish off 
Newfoundland. However, the 
French did not build permanent 
settlements until 1608, under 
the direction of Samuel de 
Champlain. 

 Helped by Native American 
allies, French explorers and fur 
traders traveled inland, claiming 
vast territory from Quebec to the 
Great Lakes, down the 
Mississippi to Louisiana and the 
Gulf of Mexico.  Samuel de Champlain 



The Columbian Exchange 

 The Columbian Exchange was a vast global interchange of people, animals, 
culture, ideas, and technology. 

 When Columbus returned to Spain in 1493, he brought with him “new” 
plants and animals. Later that year, he returned to the Americas with some 
1,200 settlers and a collection of European animals and plants.  

 In this way, Columbus began a vast global exchange that would have a 
profound effect on the world.  

Montage of New World 

Domesticated plants.  

 

Clockwise, starting from 

top left: 1. Maize 2. 

Tomato 3. Potato 4. 

Vanilla 5. Pará rubber 

tree 6. Cacao 7. Tobacco 


