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The Road to World War II 



January 1933: Hitler became Chancellor 
of Germany 



Hitler soon ordered a programme of rearming 
Germany 

Hitler visits a factory and is 

enthusiastically greeted. Many 

Germans were grateful for jobs after 

the misery of he depression years. 



March 1936: German troops 
marched into the Rhineland 

The Rhineland was a 
region of Germany that 
was ‘demilitarised’ after 
the Treaty of Versailles. 
Germany was not 
allowed to have troops 
in the region.  

Hitler’s actions showed 
how he was willing to 
directly challenge the 
treaty. 



March 1938: Nazi Germany annexed 
Austria 

Again, this went against 
the terms of the Treaty 
of Versailles which 
banned Germany from 
uniting with Austria.  

However, the arrival of 
German troops was 
met with great 
enthusiasm by many 
Austrian people. 



March 1939: Germany invaded 
Czechoslovakia 

Hitler had ordered the occupation of a 
part of Czechoslovakia known as the 
Sudetenland (in October 1938). Many 
hoped that that this would be the last 
conquest of the Nazis.  

However, in March 1939, he ordered 
his troops to take over the remainder 
of Czechoslovakia. This was the first 
aggressive step that suggested that a 
war in Europe would soon begin. 





 Hitler and Stalin (the Russian leader) signed a 
‘non-aggression pact’, known as the 
“Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact”  
 

 They promised that 
neither country would 
attack the other in the 
event of war. 
 

 As part of the deal, Hitler 
promised Stalin part of 
Poland, which he planned 
to invade soon. 

August 1939: Germany and Russia 
signed a non-aggression pact 

This photo shows the Russian foreign 

minister signing the pact, whilst Stalin 

stands smiling in the background 

Ribbentrop 

and Stalin at 

the signing 

of the Pact  



 The non-aggression pact was surprising. Hitler and Stalin were 
seen as natural enemies.  

 When Hitler talked of taking over new land for Germany, many 
thought that he meant Russia.  

 Hitler also hated Communism, the form of government in Russia 

Hitler 
Stalin 



But, the pact 
allowed 
Germany to 
march into 
Poland without 
fear of an attack 
from Russia.  
 

September 1939: Germany invaded Poland 

German troops marching 

into Warsaw, the capital of 

Poland. 



Germany Sparks a New War in Europe 

 Germany’s Lightning Attack 

– September 3, 1939—Hitler launches invasion of 
Poland 

– Britain, France declare war on Germany, but 
Poland falls quickly 

– Blitzkrieg—lightning war—Germany’s new 
military strategy 

– Planes, tanks, infantry used to surprise enemy and 
quickly conquer 



Germany’s Lightning Attack 

 The Phony War 

– French, British mobilize 
along French border, wait 
for German attack 

– Many months of no 
action—the “phony war” 

– In April 1940 Hitler attacks 
and quickly captures 
Denmark and Norway 

British Ministry of Home Security 

poster of a type that was common 

during the Phony War 



Denmark quickly surrenders 
to the Nazis, and cooperates 
with the German 
occupation. However,  King 
Christian X becomes a 
symbol of Danish resistance 
when he stays in his capital 
of Copenhagen and still 
goes on a daily horseback 
ride through the capital. 
This picture taken in 1940 is 
of one of those rides. He is 
NOT accompanied by any 
armed guard. 



In May 1940, Germany used 
Blitzkrieg tactics to attack 
France and the Netherlands. 

 British troops were forced to 
retreat from the beaches of 
Dunkirk in northern France. 

Captured British troops, May 1940 

May 1940: Germany turned west & invaded 
France and the Netherlands 



King Haakon of 
Norway (brother of 
Christian X of 
Denmark) refused to 
surrender to the 
Nazis, and was a 
symbol of Norwegian 
resistance. He 
escaped to London 
and moved the 
Norwegian 
government in exile 
there. 



The Fall of France 

 Further Gains 

– May 1940—Germany conquers Netherlands, 
Belgium, Luxembourg 

– Soon after, German army reaches French coast 



The Fall of France 

 Rescue at Dunkirk 

– German forces trap 
British, French on coast 
of Dunkirk 

– British Navy and 
civilians take ships 
across the English 
Channel to rescue 
soldiers 

British troops evacuating Dunkirk's 

beaches. Many stood shoulder 

deep in water for hours, waiting to 

board the warships.  



By June 1940, France had surrendered to the 
Germans 

Adolf Hitler tours Paris after his 

successful invasion. 

 France Falls 

− June 1940—France 
surrenders to 
Germany 

− Charles de Gaulle, 
French general, 
organizes opposition 
to Germany 

 Britain now stood alone as the 
last remaining enemy of 
Hitler’s Germany in Western 
Europe. 



The Battle of Britain 

 Threat to Britain 

– Winston Churchill—
Becomes British prime 
minister and vows no 
surrender. 



The Battle of Britain 
– Germany plans invasion of Britain; begins with air attacks in 

1940 

– British use air force, radar, code-breaking to resist Germany 

– Battle of Britain—Air war over Britain that lasted until May 
1941 

– Stunned by British resistance, Hitler calls off attacks 

A pair of 264 Squadron 

Defiants. (PS-V was 

shot down on 28 

August 1940 over Kent 

by Bf 109s.) 



September 1940-May 1941: the Blitz 

For the following nine months, the German air force 
(Luftwaffe) launched repeated bombing raids on British towns 
and cities. This was known as the BLITZ and was an attempt to 
bomb Britain into submission. 



Operation Barbarossa, June 1941 

 But in May, 1941, Hitler ordered a change of tactics. He decided to 
halt the bombing of Britain and launch an attack against Russia. He 
betrayed Stalin and ignored the promises he had made. 

 This was a bold move that would prove to be an important turning 
point in the War. 



The Mediterranean and the Eastern 
Front 

 Axis Forces Attack North Africa 

– Mussolini and Italy at first neutral 

– Mussolini declares war on France and Britain after 
German victory 

– September 1940—            
Mussolini attacks               
British in North               
Africa 

Italian L3/33 in North Africa 



War in Africa 

 On 13 September 1940 Italy 
launched the Tenth Army 
stationed in Libya in a 200,000 
troop invasion into the British 
protectorate of Egypt and set up 
defensive forts at Sidi Barrani.  

 But Italian Marshal Rodolfo 
Graziani, Governor-General of 
Libya, with little intelligence on 
the state of Allied forces there, 
chose not to continue further 
towards Cairo. 



The Mediterranean & the Eastern Front 

 Britain Strikes Back 

– December 1940—British attack and drive Italians back 

– Erwin Rommel, German general, battles British in North 
Africa 

– In 1942, Rommel first retreats then succeeds against 
British 

Gen. Erwin Rommel with the 15th 

Panzer Division between Tobruk 

and Sidi Omar. Sdf. Zwilling, Libya, 

January or November 24, 1941. 

242-EAPC-6-M713a. 



 October 28, 1940: The Battle of 
Greece - Italians invade Greece  

 Within weeks the Italians are 
driven out of Greece 

 Greek forces push on to 
occupy much of southern 
Albania 

 March 1941: Italian counter-
attack failed; Germany comes 
to their aid.  

 April 6, 1941  - Operation 
Marita Germans invade Greece 
through Bulgaria 

 Combined Greek & British 
forces fought back with great 
tenacity, but were vastly 
outnumbered & outgunned, 
and finally collapsed. 



The Mediterranean & the Eastern Front 

 Hitler Invades the Soviet Union 

– Germany invades an unprepared Soviet Union in 
June 1941 

– Soviet troops burn land as they retreat; Germans 
move into Russia 

– Germans stopped at Leningrad, forced to 
undertake long siege 

– Germans almost capture Moscow, but forced to 
pull back 



The Mediterranean & the Eastern Front 

 The War in the Balkans 

– Hitler plans to invade Soviet Union; moves to take 
Balkan countries 

– Hitler invades Yugoslavia and Greece in April 1941; 
both fall quickly 



Soviet and 

German invasions, 

annexations, and 

spheres of 

influence in 

Central and 

eastern Europe 

1939-1940  



Russian soldiers prepare to attack German lines outside Leningrad.  



A column of  Red Army POWs captured near Minsk is marched west. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Bundesarchiv_Bild_146-1982-077-11,_Russland,_Minsk,_gefangene_sowjetische_Soldaten.jpg


A group of  Soviet POWs, taken to undefined Prison Camp  



The United States Aids Its Allies 

 American Policy 
– Most Americans want to avoid war 

– Roosevelt fears that if allies fall, U.S. would have to fight 

– He hopes to strengthen allies so they can resist Germany 

– Lend-Lease Act—U.S. loans weapons to countries fighting 
Germany 

President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt signs the Lend-

Lease bill to give aid to 

Britain and China (1941) 



The United States Aids Its Allies 

– Roosevelt and 
Churchill meet, 
issue statement 
of principles 

– Atlantic 
Charter—
supports free 
trade, right to 
form own 
government 



Pearl Harbor 

 Japan was working on expanding empire throughout 
the Pacific 

 The U.S. had a trade embargo on Japan to try and 
deter Japan from invading countries 

 U.S. was able to intercept and break Japan's secret 
codes 

 Intercepted the code about Pearl Harbor - sent the 
message on a slower telegram (by accident) to warn 
U.S. Navy about attack  

 



Japanese Incoming 



Attack on Pearl Harbor 

Sunday morning - U.S. military was taken off guard 

2 full blown attacks on Pearl Harbor December 7, 1941 

    Impact/Damage on U.S. 

 2,400 U.S. military and 
civilians lost their lives 

 1,178 U.S. military and 
civilians wounded 

 18 ships and 350 planes sunk 
or damaged 

Battleship USS Arizona explodes 



Pearl Harbor 

 Japan viewed as a stunning victory 

 December 8, 1941, U.S. declares war on Japan 

 December 11, 1941, Germany and Italy declare war 
on U.S.  

Battleship USS California sinking 



USS Arizona (BB-39) during the attack 



Battle of the Atlantic  

 1939 – 1945 (Jan. 1942 – July 1943 were decisive) 

 German U-Boats were sinking unprotected U.S. and 
other Allies' merchant ships  

 Allies began using convoys to protect ships 

 The Allies also used a sonar system to detect German 
U-Boats  

 The Germans were very successful in the beginning, 
but by mid - 1943, the Allies had the upper hand  



Battle of Stalingrad  
(June 1941 – January 31, 1943) 

 Germans violated nonaggression pact w/ Soviet Union & attacked 

 Hitler hoped to captured Soviet oil fields 

 Germans nearly won (controlled 9/10 of the city) 

 Winter of 1943 hit 

 Hitler forced Germans to stay put 

 Soviets used to their advantage  and won 

 Soviets lost 1,100,000 people in this battle 

 Turning point in WWII 

 From that point on, Soviet army began to move westward 
towards Germany 





Normandy Invasion, D-Day 



D-Day 
Landing on Normandy Beach 



Normandy Invasion (D-Day)  
 June 6, 1944: During this time, Soviet Union was pushing 

into Poland and Allies were pushing North in Italy  

 Generals Dwight D. Eisenhower and George Patton 
influential in leading attack  

 3 million ally troops to attack  

Eisenhower with U.S. paratroopers of the 

502d Parachute Infantry Regiment, 101st 

Airborne Division on June 5, 1944 
Bradley, Eisenhower, and Patton 





Normandy Invasion cont. 

D – Day 

        60 mile stretch of beach 

        156,000 troops 

        4,000 landing craft 

        600 warships 

        11,000 planes 

        Largest land-sea-air operation in history 

        Omaha beach known as one of the most   

             brutal areas 

 

 



D-Day Casualties 
 The D-Day Museum in Portsmouth, England claims a total of 

2,500 Allied troops died, while German forces suffered 
between 4,000 and 9,000 total casualties on D-Day.  

 The Heritage Foundation in the U.S. claims 4,900 U.S. dead on 
D-Day 

 The U.S. Army Center of Military History cites a total casualty 
figure for U.S. forces at 6,036. This number combines dead 
and wounded in the D-Day battle. 

 John Keegan, American Historian and Author believes that 
2,500 Americans died along with 3,000 British and Canadian 
troops on D-Day 

 By the end of the of the entire Normandy Campaign, nearly 
425,000 Allied and German troops were killed, wounded, or 
missing. 



The battle continues 

 

  Within 1 month, a million more troops 

 

  September 1944, France was freed from   

   Nazi control 



Battle of the Bulge 

 December 16, 1944  

– German tanks broke through American lines (80 mile front) 

– Fought in Belgium - Germany was trying to capture 
Antwerp 

– Very brutal war - one of the most extensive of U.S. military 
(120 American GIs captured and mowed down by SS 
machine guns and pistols) 

 Germans were winning in the beginning 

– 120,000 Germans died (also lost 600 tanks and guns and 
1,600 planes – leading to defeat)) 

– 80,000 Americans died 

– Americans won, but were close to losing 





Yalta Conference 
 Took place February 1945 before WWII was over 

 Roosevelt, Stalin and Churchill met in Yalta in the 
Soviet Union to discuss post WWII 

 Set up United Nations 

The Big Three: 

Churchill, FDR, 

and Stalin 



April 12, 1945 

 At the beginning of 
his 4th Term, 
President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt passes 
away 

 The U.S. went 
through a major 
grieving period 

 Harry S. Truman, as 
Vice-President, takes 
the role as President 



The End of Hitler 
 April 30, 1945 Hitler and Eva 

Braun commit suicide (gun 
shot and cyanide) 

 Bodies burned in street 

 Cover of Time magazine 
May 7, 1945 

 



V-E Day  

 May 8, 1945: General Eisenhower accepted a 
surrender by the Third Reich  

 V-E day = Victory in Europe day  

 1st part of War           
was over 

  

The Supreme Commanders 

on June 5, 1945 in Berlin: 

Bernard Montgomery, 

Dwight D. Eisenhower, 

Georgy Zhukov and Jean 

de Lattre de Tassigny. 





Potsdam 

 July – August 1945: Truman, (Churchill and then 
Clement Atlee) and Stalin met in Potsdam, Germany 

 Drew up a blueprint to disarm Germany and eliminate 
the Nazi regime 

 Divided Germany into 4 sections (occupied by France, 
Britain, U.S. and Soviet Union) 

 Berlin to be divided up in East (or Soviet Germany) 

 Set up the Nuremberg Trials to persecute Nazi leaders  

 Japan must “unconditionally surrender” 



Potsdam Division of 
Germany 





Nuremberg Trials 
 International tribunal court tried Nazi officials 

 Over 23 nations tried Nazi war criminals in Nuremberg, 
Germany 

 12 of the 22 defendants were sentenced to death 

 200 other officials were found guilty, but give lesser 
sentences 



Battle of the Coral Sea  

 Prior to this battle, the Japanese were winning every 
battle and taking over the Pacific  

 May 1942 - U.S. and 
Australia stopped Japan 
from invading  

 Japan won the actual battle, 
but the allies were able to 
stop Japan invasion for the 
first time 

 U.S. was beginning to use 
the Island Hopping 
technique to weaken 
Japan’s forces  





Battle of Midway 
 June 1942: Admiral Chester Nimitz intercepted Japanese code 

 U.S. launched surprise attack on Japan at Pacific island called 
Midway 

 U.S. was successful in the Battle of Midway 

 The Japanese lost 4 carriers, 
a heavy cruiser, 3 destroyers, 
some 275 planes, at least 
4,800 men, & suffered heavy 
damage among the 
remaining vessels of their 
fleet.  

 American losses included 1 
carrier, the Yorktown, a 
destroyer, about 150 planes, 
and 307 men  Battle of Midway 





Iwo Jima 
 Island in the Pacific that was critical for U.S. win 

 March 1945: 27,000 Japanese held Iwo Jima 

 U.S. won 

− 26,800 Japanese       
troops died 

− 6,000 U.S.           
Marines died 

 



Battle of Okinawa 

 June 22, 1945: Japan’s last defensive stronghold 

 Japan used 1,900 Kamikaze attacks 

 110,000 Japanese troops died 

 7,600 - 12,500 U.S . troops died 

 U.S. won 

 

A Marine guards 

Japanese prisoners 

after the Battle of 

Okinawa 



Closing in on 
Mainland Japan 



Manhattan Project 
 200,000 Japanese died due to the Atomic bombs 

dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki 

 

 Hiroshima 
− August 6, 1945 

− “Little Boy” 

− In 43 seconds, the city             
collapsed to dust 
 

 Nagasaki 
− August 9, 1945 

− “Fat Man” 

− Leveled half of the city 





V-J Day 
 August 15, 1945: Japan offers unconditional 

surrender 

 September 2, 1945: V-J Day = Victory in Japan Day 
(Formal surrender) 



U.S. Occupation of Japan 

 Similar trials held for Japanese war criminals 

 7 out of 28 leaders were found guilty and sentenced to 
death (including Tojo) 

 U.S. occupied Japan for 6 years under the direction of 
General Douglas MacArthur 

− Called for a New Constitution (w/ free elections and women 
suffrage) 

− Introduced a free market economy 


