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The Depression of the1930s 

 This was the most severe downturn ever experienced 
by capitalist economies. 

– unemployment 

– low production levels 

– financial instability 

– decline in trade 

 Radical solutions sought:  

– Nazism in Germany 

– Mixed economy 

 Depression arose from reparations, war debts, inflation, 
decline in production & trade 

Reichswehr on parade, 1932 



Attempts to End Depression  

 At first conservative measures used 

– Cutting gov’t spending to avoid inflation 

 Then more radical solutions 

– abandoned gold standard and free trade 

 In Britain:  

– unemployment & poverty           
remained problems  

– but relative success gave                  
nation new confidence in         
democracy 

Unemployed people in front of a work house, 
London, 1930 



Attempts to End Depression 

 In France:  

– Depression came later (1931) but 
lasted longer disrupting normal 
parliamentary and political life 

– 1936 - Popular Front elected 
socialist Léon Blum premier 

– Matignon Accords favorable to 
labor 

– Internal divisions continued 

– 1939 – Third Republic faced deep 
crisis of confidence 

Léon Blum  



Artistic and Literary Trends: Art 

 In the early 1900s, many 
western artists rejected 
traditional styles. 

 Instead of trying to reproduce 
the real world, they explored 
other dimensions of color, 
line, and shape. 

 Cubism, abstract art, and 
surrealism were some of the 
styles that developed. 

←  Henri Matisse, The Yellow 
Curtain, 1915. With his Fauvist color 
and drawing Matisse comes very close 
to pure abstraction. 

Juan Gris, Still Life with 
Fruit Dish and Mandolin, 
1919, oil on canvas, 
private collection, Paris. 

← The Elephant Celebes 
(1921) by Max Ernst. 



Artistic and Literary Trends: Architecture 

 Architects rejected 
classical traditions 
and developed new 
styles to match an 
industrial, urbanized 
world. 
 

 The Bauhaus school 
blended science and 
technology with 
design. 
 

 Frank Lloyd Wright’s 
work reflected the 
belief that the 
function of a 
building should 
determine its form. 



Artistic and Literary Trends: Literature 

 Writers exposed the grim 
horrors of modern warfare.  

 To many postwar writers, 
the war symbolized the 
breakdown of western 
civilization. 

 T. S. Eliot (American) -  The 
Wasteland and “The Hollow 
Men”. 

 Franz Kafka -  The 
Metamorphis. 

 Gertrude Stein wrote of “the lost generation." 

 Some writers, like James Joyce (Irish) and 
Virginia Woolf (English), experimented with 
stream of   consciousness. 

James Joyce in 
Zürich, c. 1918 

Announcement of the initial 
publication of Ulysses. 



Music, Radio, and Movies 

 Composers arranged sounds devoid of recognizable 
harmonies and rhythms, described as “dissonant.” 

– Igor Stravinsky (Russian ballet) – The Rite of Spring 

– Arnold Schoenberg – music with atonality and lack of harmony 

 Radio and movies became standard entertainment. 

– Movies become the “great escape.” 

– British Broadcasting Corporation 

 Propaganda potential 

– Mussolini and Hitler used this power 

– Churchill in England 

– Franklin Roosevelt’s “Fireside Chats” 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:FDRfiresidechat2.jpg


Spanish Civil War 



Economic and Political Turmoil in Spain 

 Spain ruled by Bourbons after 1713 (end of Spanish 
War of Succession). 

 In 1920s, Spain became unsettled politically and 
economically, and in 1931, King Alfonso XIII was 
forced to abdicate. 

 Republican government established 

– Church and state separated 

– Jesuits dissolved & their property seized 

– Schools became secular 

– Large estates broken up and land given to peasants 

– Catalonia on NE coast granted self-government 



Causes of the Spanish Civil War 
 Many thought gov’t. doing too little 

 Strikes and uprising broke out, esp., 
in Barcelona 

 1933 - right-wing extremists  
(Falangists) represented old order 
military & Fascists, seized the 
government, but ran badly 

 Miners revolted and uprising 
quashed 

 1936 – new elections 

– leftists (republicans or loyalists), 
representing popular front, won 

– Military revolted under Francisco 
Franco 



The Spanish Civil War 

 Civil war raged for 3 years, resulting 
in 600,000 deaths 

 Atrocities were committed on both 
sides 

 Europe gets involved: 

– British & French stayed out fearing 
general war 

– U.S. had neutrality laws forbidding 
shipping arms 

– USSR supported Republicans, sending 
planes, tanks, military advisors, 
accusing Franco of being a Fascist 

– Italy & Germany aided Franco, claiming 
Republicans were Bolsheviks 



“Proving Ground” 

 Italy and Germany working together cemented a friendship 
between Mussolini & Hitler previously non-existent 

 Became “proving ground” for new military technology 

 Fascists used saturation bombing to wipe out whole towns 

 Town of Guernica destroyed and made famous by Pablo Picasso’s 
huge abstract painting 



Pablo Picasso’s Guernica 
 The Bull (symbol of Spain) “observes” the destruction in front of him. 

 The fallen warrior is from the legend of Parsifal—whose sword breaks in 
half at the crucial moment of battle. 

 The slashes on the horse are representative of newsprint—the newspaper that 
lists those who have died. 

 The light in the middle of the painting may mean violence… 



There are 
terrible 
images—a 
woman 
holding a 
dead child … 
← 
 
 
and a person 
burning in a 
fire … 
→ 
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Europe 
Prior to 
World 
War II 



Soviet Union, 1917–1938 
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Stalin’s Five-Year Plans 

 Stalin brought all economic activity under government control.  
The Soviet Union  developed a command economy, in which 
government officials made all basic economic decisions.  
 

 Stalin also brought agriculture under government control.  He 
forced peasants to give up their land and live on either state-
owned farms or collectives, large farms owned and operated by 
peasants as a group.  
 

 Overall, standards of living remained poor.  Wages were low, and 
consumer goods were scarce.  

Once in power, Stalin set out to make the Soviet Union a modern 
industrial power.  He put into place several “five-year plans” 
aimed at building heavy industry, improving transportation, and 
increasing farm output. 
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The Great Purge 

 At least 20 million people were 
purged during the Stalin years, 
targeting Kulaks (“rich” peasants 
& political enemies) and Jews.  

 The purges increased Stalin’s 
power.  

 The victims of the purges 
included most of the nation’s 
military leadership.  This loss of 
military leadership would weigh 
heavily on Stalin in 1941, when 
Germany invaded the Soviet 
Union.  

Stalin harbored obsessive fears that rival party leaders were 
plotting against him. In 1934, he launched the Great Purge. 
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Joseph Stalin 
1st General Secretary of the Communist 

Party of the Soviet Union In office 
3 April 1922 – 5 March 1953 



A Totalitarian State 

Stalin turned the Soviet Union into 
a totalitarian state. In this form of 
government, a one-party 
dictatorship attempts to regulate 
every aspect of the lives of its 
citizens.  

 To ensure obedience, Stalin used 
secret police, censorship, violent 
purges, and terror. 

 The party bombarded the public 
with relentless propaganda. 

 The Communists replaced religion 
with their own ideology. 
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Nikolai Yezhov, the young man walking with 
Stalin in the top photo from the 1930s, was 
shot in 1940. Following his death, Yezhov was 
edited out of the photo by Soviet censors. 
Such retouching was a common occurrence 
during Stalin's rule. 



Meeting in a prison cell, an illustration by 
Eufrosinia Kersnovskaya 

Eufrosinia Antonovna Kersnovskaya 
(January 8, 1908 – March 8, 1994) was 
a Russian woman who spent 12 years 
in Gulag camps and wrote her memoirs 
in 12 notebooks, 2,200,000 characters, 
accompanied with 680 pictures. 

She wrote 3 copies of the work. In 1968 
her friends typed samizdat copies, 
repeating the pictures on the back 
sides of the sheets. Excerpts from the 
work were first published in Ogonyok 
and Znamya magazines in 1990, as well 
as in The Observer (June 1990). After 
that, German and French publications 
followed. Finally, in 2001 the complete 
text, in 6 volumes, was published in 
Russia. 



Entering Gulag (a leaf from Eufrosinia 
Kersnovskaya's notebook) 



State Control and the Arts 

Stalin forced artists and 
writers to conform to a 
style called socialist 
realism. Its goal was to 
boost socialism by 
showing Soviet life in a 
positive light.  

Socialist realism often 
glorifies the roles of the 
poor. 

Government controlled 
what books were 
published, what music 
was heard, and which 
works of art were 
displayed. 

Writers, artists, and 
composers faced 
government 
persecution.  
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Worker and Kolkhoz Woman 
sculpture in Moscow (1935-37) 

"Miner" by Boris Vladimirski 

Mosaic by Walter Womacka in Eisenhüttenstadt 



Totalitarian Rule 
 Mussolini built the first totalitarian state, becoming a model for 

others.  

 Fascism in Italy was not absolute rule as those of Stalin in the 
Soviet Union or Hitler in Nazi Germany. But all three 
governments shared the same basic features: 

– A single-party dictatorship 

– State control of the economy 

– Use of police spies and terror to enforce the will of the state 

– Strict censorship and government monopoly of the media 

– Use of schools and the media to indoctrinate and mobilize citizens 

– Unquestioning obedience to a single leader 

 Despite loss of individual freedom, many initially supported the 
promise of a strong stable government and an end to political 
feuding that had paralyzed democracy. 



The Third Reich  

School courses and textbooks were 
written to reflect Nazi racial views. 
  
The Nazis sought to purge, or purify, 
German culture. 
 
Hitler sought to replace religion with his 
racial creed.  

The Nazis indoctrinated young people 
with their ideology. 
 
Hitler spread his message of racism.  
 
The Nazis sought to limit women’s 
roles.  

Hitler launched a large public works 
program. 
 
Hitler began to rearm Germany, in 
violation of the Versailles treaty. 

Hitler repudiated, or rejected, the 
hated Treaty of Versailles. 
 
Hitler organized a system of terror, 
repression, and totalitarian rule. 
 

POLITICAL POLICIES ECONOMIC POLICIES 

SOCIAL POLICIES CULTURAL POLICIES 
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Hitler’s Campaign Against the Jews 

 Hitler set out to drive Jews from Germany.  

 In 1935, the Nuremberg Laws placed severe restrictions on Jews. 

 Many German Jews fled Germany and sought refuge in other countries. 

 In 1938, Nazi-led mobs attacked Jewish communities all over Germany in what 
came to be called Kristallnacht, or the “Night of Broken Glass.” 

 Hitler sent tens of thousands         
of Jews to concentration        
camps, detention centers for           civilians 
considered enemies          of the 
state. 

 Hitler planned the “final         
solution”—the extermination          
of all Jews. 
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Destroyed Jewish businesses in 
Magdeburg following 

Kristallnacht 



Germany for the Masses 
 The National Labor Front replaced labor unions, outlawed strikes 

 Government sponsored public works: reforestation, swamp 
drainage, housing, highway construction, rearmament 

 A program, Strength through Joy, provided vacations, even for 
lower middle classes. 

 German chemical industry thrived: artificial rubber, plastics, 
synthetic textiles 

 Women regarded as inferior: had to give up industrial jobs, work 
in public service and education; could do farm work or textile 
work or handicrafts 

 Paul Joseph Goebbels became minister of propaganda. 

 Music of Richard Wagner was glorified for anti-Semitism and the 
stirring, militaristic sound of his compositions. 


