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The New Imperialism 

Imperialism is the domination by one country of the political, 
economic, or cultural life of another country or region. 

 
Between 1500 and 1800, European states won empires 
around the world.  However, Europe had little influence on 
the lives of the people of these conquered lands.  
 
By the 1800s, Europe had gained considerable power. 
Encouraged by their new economic and military strength, 
Europeans embarked on a path of aggressive expansion that 
today’s historians call the “new imperialism.” 
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Causes of Imperialism 

1. Many westerners viewed European 
races as superior to all others.    

2. They saw imperial conquest as 
nature’s way of improving the 
human species. 

1. Many westerners felt concern 
for their “little brothers” 
overseas.  

2. Missionaries, doctors, and 
colonial officials believed they 
had a duty to spread western 
civilization. 

1. Merchant ships and naval vessels 
needed bases around the world.  

2. Western leaders were motivated 
by nationalism. 

1. Manufacturers wanted access to 
natural resources.  

2. Manufacturers hoped for new 
markets for factory goods.   

3. Colonies offered a valuable outlet 
for Europe’s growing population.  

ECONOMIC INTERESTS POLITICAL & MILITARY INTERESTS 

HUMANITARIAN GOALS SOCIAL DARWINISM 
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Cecil Rhodes: 
Cape-Cairo 

railway project 

 He founded the De Beers 
Mining Company and 
owned the British South 
Africa Company, which 
established Rhodesia for 
itself. He liked to "paint the 
map British red," and 
declared: "all of these stars 
... these vast worlds that 
remain out of reach. If I 
could, I would annex other 
planets." 



The Successes of Imperialism 

 While European nations had grown stronger in the 1800s, 
several older civilizations were in decline. 

 

 Europeans had the advantages of strong economies, well-
organized governments, and powerful armies and navies. 

 

 Europeans had superior technology and medical knowledge.  

In just a few decades, imperialist nations gained control 
over much of the world.  Western imperialism succeeded 
for a number of reasons: 
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European Contacts Increased  
From the 1500s through the 1700s, difficult geography and disease 
prevented European traders from reaching the interior of Africa.  
Medical advances and river steamships changed all that in the 1800s. 

Explorers were fascinated 
by African geography but 
had little understanding of 
the people they met. 

Catholic and Protestant 
missionaries sought to win 
people to Christianity.  
 
Most took a paternalistic 
view of Africans. They 
urged Africans to reject 
their own traditions in 
favor of western 
civilization.  

EXPLORERS MISSIONARIES 
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A Scramble for Colonies 

King Leopold II of Belgium sent explorers to the Congo 
River basin to arrange trade treaties with African leaders. 

King Leopold’s activities in the Congo set off a scramble 
among other European nations. Before long, Britain, France,  
and Germany were pressing for rival claims to the region. 

European powers partitioned almost the entire African continent. 

At the Berlin Conference, European powers agreed on how they 
could claim African territory without fighting amongst themselves. 
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Imperialism in Africa to 1914 
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African Resistance 

 Algerians battled the French for years.  

 

 The Zulus in southern Africa and the Asante in West Africa 
battled the British.  

 

 East Africans fought wars against the Germans. 

 

 In Ethiopia, King Menelik II modernized his country. When 
Italy invaded, Ethiopia was prepared.  Ethiopia was the only 
nation, aside from Liberia, to preserve its independence.  

Europeans met armed resistance across the continent. 
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The Sepoy Rebellion: Causes and Effects 

The British East India Company: 

 required sepoys, or Indian 
soldiers in its service, to serve 
anywhere, including overseas, 
which violated Hindu religious 
law 

 passed a law allowing Hindu 
widows to marry, which 
undermined Hindu beliefs  

 ordered the sepoys to bite off 
cartridges made of animal fat 
when loading their rifles, which 
violated both Hindu and Muslim 
religious law   

 The sepoys brutally massacred 
British men, women, and 
children.  

 The British took terrible revenge, 
slaughtering thousands of 
unarmed Indians.  

 Both sides were left with a bitter 
legacy of fear, hatred, and 
mistrust. 

 The British put India directly 
under British rule, sent more 
troops to India, and taxed 
Indians to pay for the cost of the 
occupying forces. 

CAUSES EFFECTS 
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British-French Rivalry 

 English and French made alliances 
with local leaders and organized 
sepoys, Indian troops. 

 Fighting in India and Europe broke out 
between them in 1756. 

 In India, Robert Clive, an agent of 
British East India Company, used 
British troops and sepoys to drive 
French out of their posts, take over 
Bengal, and spread its influence into 
other parts of India. 

 He then forced the Mughal emperor 
to recognized the companies right to 
collect taxes in Bengal, allowing it to 
become real ruler there and providing 
opportunities for its influence to 
spread. 

An early 20th century sepoy 

Lord Robert 
Clive of India 



British Colonial Rule 

 The British built roads and an impressive railroad network.  

 The British flooded India with machine-made textiles, ruining India’s 
once-prosperous hand-weaving industry.  

 Britain transformed Indian agriculture.  

 Better health care and increased food production led to rapid population 
growth.  Over-population led to terrible famines.  

 The British revised the Indian legal system.  

 British rule brought peace and order to the countryside.  

 Upper-class Indians sent their sons to British schools.  

After 1858, Parliament set up a system of colonial rule in 
India. 
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Imperialism in India to 1858 
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Different Views on Culture 

Some educated Indians were 
impressed by British power and 
technology and urged India to 
follow a western model of 
progress. 
 

Other Indians felt the answer to 
change lay with their own Hindu 
or Muslim cultures.  

Most British knew little about 
Indian achievements and 
dismissed Indian culture with 
contempt. 
 

A few British admired Indian 
theology and philosophy and 
respected India’s ancient 
heritage. 

During the Age of Imperialism, Indians and British developed 
different views of each other’s culture. 

INDIAN ATTITUDES BRITISH ATTITUDES 
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Indian Nationalism 

The British believed that western-educated Indians would form an 
elite class which would bolster British rule. 

 

As it turned out, exposure to European ideas had the opposite 
effect.  By the late 1800s, western-educated Indians were 
spearheading a nationalist movement. 

 

In 1885, nationalist leaders organized the Indian National Congress.  
Its members looked forward to eventual self-rule, but supported 
western-style modernization. 

 

In 1906, Muslims formed the Muslim League to pursue their own 
goals, including a separate Muslim state.  
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Road to War 

Aggressive nationalism was one leading cause of international 
tensions. 

 Nationalist feelings were strong in both Germany and France. 

– Germany was proud of their military 

– France wanted to regain their world power status 

– French resentments  lingered from their defeat in the Franco-Prussian 
War and Germany occupation of Alsace and Lorraine 

 In Eastern Europe, Pan-Slavism held that all Slavic peoples 
shared a common nationality.  Russia felt that it had a duty to 
lead and defend all Slavs.  

– Russia was prepared to back Serbia in creating a Southern Slavic state 

– Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman Empire feared the rising 
nationalism among minority populations within their empires. 

– The Balkan Wars created a “powder keg of Europe” 
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Balkan Wars 
 The term Balkan Wars refers to the 

two wars that took place in South-
eastern Europe in 1912 and 1913.  

 The First Balkan War broke out in 1912 
when Bulgaria, Greece, Montenegro & 
Serbia (the Balkan League), rebelled 
against the Ottoman Empire. 

 The Second Balkan War broke out in 
1913 when Bulgaria, dissatisfied with 
its gains, attacked its former allies, 
Serbia and Greece. 

 Greece & Serbia repulsed the 
Bulgarian offensive and counter-
attacked penetrating into Bulgaria,. 

 Romania and the Ottomans then 
intervened against Bulgaria to win 
territorial gains.  

Boundaries on the Balkans after the First and 
the Second Balkan War (1912–1913) 



Balkan Chaos 



Nationalism & International Rivalries (cont.) 

Imperial rivalries divided European nations.   

 By 1900, German factories were out-producing older British 
ones, causing Britain to oppose Germany in any conflict. 

 Germany did not think the other great powers gave them 
enough respect. 

 In 1906 and again in 1911, competition for colonies, 
especially in Morocco, brought France and Germany to the 
brink of war. 

The 1800s saw a rise in militarism, the glorification of the 
military.  

 The great powers expanded their armies and navies, creating 
an arms race that further increased suspicions and made war 
more likely.  
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Militarism & Arms Race 

1870 1880 1890 1900 1910 1914 

94 130 154 268 289 398 

Total Defense Expenditures for the Great Powers [Ger., 
A-H, It., Fr., Br., Rus.] in millions of £s. 

1910-1914 Increase in 
Defense Expenditures 

France 10% 

Britain 13% 

Russia 39% 

Germany 73% 



Alliances and Strategies 

The goals of each of the alliance members 

 Britain – maintain continental balance and 
UK sea superiority 

 France – confine Germany 

 Russia – expand if possible  

 Germany – solidify German-speaking 
peoples and never fight on two fronts 
(West first and then East) 

 Austria – hold everything together 

 Italy – try to solidify your own territory 

 Ottoman Turks – survive 
 



The Major Players: 1914-17 

Allied Powers: 

Central Powers: 

Nicholas II of 
Russia 

Charles V of 
Great Britain 

President Poincare 
of France 

Victor Emmanuel 
II of Italy 

Franz Josef of 
Austria-Hungary 

William II of 
Germany 

Enver Pasha 
of Turkey 



Europe in 1914 



Pan-Slavism:  The Balkans, 1914 

The 
“Powder Keg” 
of Europe 



Assassination in Sarajevo 

In 1914, Archduke Francis Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary 
announced he would visit Sarajevo, the capital of Bosnia.   

 At the time, Bosnia was under the rule of Austria-Hungary.  But it was 
also the home of many Serbs and other Slavs. 

 

News of the royal visit angered many Serbian nationalists. 

 They viewed Austrians as foreign oppressors. 

 The date chosen for the archduke’s visit, October 8th, was a significant 
date in Serbian history.  On that date in 1389, Serbia had been 
conquered by the Ottoman empire.  On the same date in 1912, Serbia 
had freed itself from Turkish rule.  

 

Members of a Serbian terrorist group assassinated the 
Archduke and his wife.  
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Assassination in Sarajevo (cont.) 

Gavrillo Princip in 
prison during the 

investigation 

↑  Archduke Franz Ferdinand of 
Austria with his wife Sophie in 

Sarajevo  → 

After the attacks the police 
arrested anyone they thought 

suspicious (this picture does not 
show Princip)  → 



Outbreak of War 

 Balkan trigger 

– Serbs revolt/backed by Russians 

– Austria suppressed Serbs 

– Serbian killed Austrian heir 

 War (domino effect) 

– Austria declared war on Serbia 

– Russia declared war on Austria 

– Germany joined with Austria 

– France and Britain declared war on 
Austria and Germany 

Archduke Ferdinand 
on day of 

assassination 



The Schlieffen Plan 

General 
Alfred Von 
Schlieffen 

Germany planned to invade France quickly and defeat them 
early to avoid a war on two fronts. They invaded Belgium 
angering Britain, who then joined the war. 



Conduct of War 

 German attack in the 
West 

 French counter-attack 
but are pushed back 

 Russian speed of 
mobilization surprised 
Germans so Germany 
was forced to move 
some troops to the 
Eastern front 

 Stagnation and trench 
warfare in the West 

 



Trench Warfare 

 Technology superior to tactics 

– Machine gun versus a human charge 
through "No man's land" 

– New technology = poison gas, airplanes 

 Very high death rates 

– Battle of the Somme = 600,000 allied and 
500,000 German dead for 125 miles of land 

– Battle of Verdun = 700,000 killed on both 
sides with no gain in territory 

 

 



Trench Warfare 

 “There were vast stretches of mud, of fields once cultivated, but now 

scarred with pits, trenches, rusty barbed wires. The roads were rivers of 
clay. They were lined with dugouts, cellars, and caves. These burrows in the 
earth were supported by beams, and suggested a shaft in a disused mine.” 

 -Richard H. Davis, With the French in France and Salonika 



Trench Warfare 

 From Erich Remarque's All Quiet on 
the Western Front 
"We see men living with their skulls blown 

open; we see soldiers run with their two 
feet cut off… Still the little piece of 
convulsed earth in which we lie is held. 
We have yielded no more than a few 
hundred yards of it as a prize to the 
enemy. But on every yard there lies a 
dead man." 



Total War  

Warring nations engaged in total war, the channeling of a 
nation’s entire resources into a war effort. 
 

Economic impact 

 Both sides set up systems to recruit, arm, transport and supply huge 
fighting forces. 

 All nations except Britain imposed universal military conscription, or 
“the draft.” 

 Governments raised taxes, borrowed money, and rationed food and 
other products. 

 
Propaganda 

 Both sides waged a propaganda war.  Propaganda is the spreading of 
ideas to promote a cause or to damage an opposing cause.  
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Women and War 

Women played a critical role in total 
war: 
 

 As men left to fight, women took over 
their jobs and kept national companies 
going. 
 

 Many women worked in war industries, 
manufacturing weapons and supplies. 
 

 Women grew food when shortages 
threatened.  
 

 Some women joined branches of the 
armed forces. 
 

 Women worked as nurses and Red Cross 
workers close to the front lines.  
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Red Cross Worker helping a 
wounded soldier 



Collapsing Morale 

 As morale collapsed, troops mutinied or deserted.  

 Long casualty lists, food shortages, and the failure of 
generals to win promised victories led  to calls for peace.  

 In Russia, soldiers left                     
the front to join in a                    
full-scale revolution                    
back home.   

By 1917, morale of both troops and civilians had plunged 
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U.S. was still not officially 
involved in the war, 
though it was supplying 
food & weapons to the 
Britain & France. 



Russian Revolution 
 Unhappiness with the war 

among the Russian people 

– Germany/Austria beating 
Russians 

 Changes in government 

– Lenin transported  

– Mensheviks (moderates) 
victorious 

 Bolshevik counter revolution 

 Russia withdraws from war 

– Germany ready to have a 
single front war 



Wider Involvement 

 Ottomans entered war in 1915 on 
side of the Central Powers 

– Wanted to acquire Russian territory 

– Turkey slaughtered millions of 
Armenians to get their land 

– Britain wanted to protect trade routes to 
India 

• Arabs promised their own country if they 
would join with Britain against the Ottomans 

 





Why Did the United States Enter the War? 
 German submarines were attacking 

merchant and passenger ships carrying 
American citizens.  In May 1915, a German 
submarine torpedoed the British liner 
Lusitania, killing 1,200 passengers, including 
120 Americans.  

 Many Americans felt ties of culture and 
language to Britain and sympathized with 
France as another democracy.   

 In early 1917, the British intercepted a 
telegram sent by German foreign minister, 
Arthur Zimmermann.  It revealed that, in 
exchange for Mexican support,  Germany 
had offered to help Mexico reconquer New 
Mexico, Texas, and Arizona. 
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Arthur Zimmermann 



R. M. S. Lusitania 



United States 

 War at sea initiated US involvement 

– Americans initially supplied      
both the Allies and the Central         
Powers 

– Blockade brought sinking of         
US ships  

– Germans killed 1,000       
Americans 

– Americans entered the war on      
side of the Allies 

 Tipped the balance in trench warfare 

– General Jack Pershing  



End of the War 
 Battle of Argonne broke German morale 

 Versailles Peace Treaty 

– 70 nationalities 

– Woodrow Wilson (League of    
Nations) 

– Britain and France desires 

• Fence Germany in 

• Reparations 

• Mandates over other territories 

– Division of German colonies 

– German reaction 

• Too harsh 

• Felt justified in the war 

– Seeds of WWII planted 



Wilson’s Fourteen Points 
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President Woodrow Wilson issued the Fourteen 
Points, a list of his terms for resolving World War I 
and future wars.  He called for: 

 freedom of the seas 

 free trade 

 large-scale reductions of arms 

 an end to secret treaties 

 self-determination, or the right of people   
 to choose their own form of government,   
 for Eastern  Europe 

 the creation of a “general association of   
 nations” to keep the peace in the future 



The Costs of War 

 More than 8.5 million people died.  Twice that number had been 
wounded.   

 Famine threatened many regions. 

 Across the European continent, homes, farms, factories, roads, 
and churches had been shelled to rubble. 

 People everywhere were shaken and disillusioned.  

 Governments had collapsed in Russia, Germany, Austria-
Hungary, and the Ottoman empire.  
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Casualties of World War I 

   Deaths  Wounded 
   in Battle in Battle 
Allies 

France   1,357,800 4,266,000 
British empire  908,371 2,090,212 
Russia   1,700,000 4,950,000 
Italy   462,391 953,886 
United States  50,585  205,690 
Others   502,421 342,585 
 
Central Powers 

Germany  1,808,546 4,247,143 
Austria-Hungary 922,500 3,620,000 
Ottoman empire  325,000 400,000 
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The Balfour Declaration November 2, 1917 

 During the First World War, British policy became gradually 
committed to the idea of establishing a Jewish home in 
Palestine (Eretz Yisrael).  

This movement, known as Zionism, was started in 1897 under 
Theodor Herzl and took its name from Zion, or the hill of 
Jerusalem on which the city of David was built. 

After discussions in the British Cabinet, and consultation with 
Zionist leaders, the decision was made known in the form of a 
letter by Arthur James Lord Balfour to Lord Rothschild.  

The letter represents the first political recognition of Zionist 
aims by a Great Power.  



The Balfour Declaration 
November 2, 1917 

Arthur James Balfour 





The Paris Peace Conference 

The delegates to the Paris Peace Conference faced 
many difficult issues: 
 

  The Allied leaders had different aims. 
 

  The Italians insisted that the Allies honor their secret  
agreement to gain Austria-Hungary. Such secret agreements  
violated Wilson’s principle of self-determination.  
 

  Many people who had been ruled by Russia, Austria-
Hungary,  or the Ottoman empire now demanded national 
states of their own.  The territories claimed by these people 
often overlapped,  so it was impossible to satisfy them all.   
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The Treaty of Versailles 
The Treaty: 

 forced Germany to assume full blame for causing the war. 

 imposed huge reparations upon Germany. 

The Treaty aimed at weakening Germany by: 

 limiting the size of the German military, 

 returning Alsace and Lorraine to France, 

 removing hundreds of miles of territory from Germany, 

 stripping Germany of its overseas colonies. 

The Germans signed the treaty because they had no choice.  
But German resentment of the Treaty of Versailles would 
poison the international climate for 20 years and lead to an 
even deadlier world war.  
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Reshaping Europe 

Europe in 1914 

Europe in 1920 



Widespread Dissatisfaction 
 

Eastern Europe remained a center of conflict. 
 

Colonized peoples from Africa to the Middle East and across Asia 
were angry that self-determination was not applied to them.    
 

Italy was angry because it did not get all the lands promised in a 
secret treaty with the Allies. 
 

Japan was angry that western nations refused to honor its claims 
in China. 
 

Russia resented the reestablishment of a Polish nation and three 
Baltic states on lands that had been part of the Russian empire.  
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 "The problem [with Islamic progress] 
was not, as was once argued, one of 
decline.  The Ottoman state and 
armed forces were as effective as 
they had ever been, in traditional 
terms.  In this as in much else, it 
was European invention and 
experiment that changed the balance 
of power between the two sides." 
– Lewis, Bernard, What Went Wrong?, Perennial, 2002, 

p. 20. 



 “Forgiveness is giving up all hope 
of a better past.” 


